Top 5 Priorities of the Planning Subcommittee of the Denali Commission

1.    Promote borough incorporation and annexation in areas that have the capacity to support regional government.  As Governor Egan, former President of Alaska’s Constitutional Convention, stated in his 1963 state of the State address, “Local government problems continue to be [the] subject of deep and understandable concern.  Many areas need improved school systems, sanitation, fire protection, planning and zoning, water and flood control, community water and sewer systems.  Organized boroughs can provide these local government services.”
  
2.     Continue to promote and enhance the community mapping effort of the Denali Commission and its partners.  Identify a process for continuing the effort to ensure every community can obtain quality maps of its infrastructure and development patterns, natural hazards and environmentally sensitive areas. Develop strategy to prepare maps over 5-10 years.   Identify where community maps will be eventually housed.  Promote the consolidation of mapping efforts among communities and agencies (FEMA vs. IAID vs. DNR vs. BIA).  Strategy to keep the maps updated needs to be formulated.  

3 Identify major regional planning initiatives that should be supported by the funding agencies and that have economic, workforce development and community enhancements.  Based upon these identified projects coordinate funding of these with the agencies and organizations and monitor the process of regional planning and coordination.

4.  Develop/refine suggested approaches and methodology, building on the current “toolbox” materials, to conduct community planning that directs and coordinates development.  Include in this investigation the possible methods of funding and implementing community plans.   Initiate community planning forums and training. 

5. Promote the completion of 14(c)(3) plans for communities that have yet to complete these important community planning processes. Attempt to work with the federal and state agencies in getting some resolution to this issue. 
� Governor Murkowski echoed similar sentiments in his January 2004 State of the State address.  He noted that the key to Alaska’s future is financial stability.  Two components of his plan to achieve that stability relate to issues underlying borough formation.





The third element of my program is that the costs of government should be borne as much as possible by the direct users of services.





My fiscal program expects that those who directly benefit from state services pay a fair share — through modest fees and taxes that do not interfere with personal savings and investment.





The fourth cornerstone of my program is local responsibility for local needs.  Local governments should look first to local revenue sources to help fund schools, public facilities, fire and safety services.





