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Notice to All Potential Applicants for future Commission Infrastructure funding
This year marks the Commission’s fifth year in existence and in that time we have funded almost 1,000 funded projects across Alaska.   We have been exceptionally conscientious to ensure that we have made sound investments and thought about the long-term impact of these investments on the community and on the state as a whole. 

From the beginning, the Commission asked communities to develop comprehensive community plans that provided a context for requested facilities. We understood that most communities did not have a comprehensive plan so we allowed a transition period and provided encouragement for them to respond. This year, 2004, will be the final year of transition.  

Beginning with federal fiscal year 2005 funding cycle, the Commission will no longer fund infrastructure projects unless they are included in a comprehensive community plan.  We consider these plans to be the community’s position on what they need and how they plan to meet their needs.
Comprehensive community plans should be locally developed and regionally supported.  There are a number of templates that communities can utilize as they develop their plan. The Commission has not endorsed any particular template, but encourages communities to use the enclosed comprehensive checklist. Communities should start with what exists and work forward. For example, if a community has recently produced a CEDs document they should add to it any missing items from the check list.  This process of working with what communities already have leaves the origin document intact if it must be in a certain format for a certain type of funding but allows the community to enhance it to meet other funding requirements if necessary.
Commission staff has communicated with state and federal partners, regional organizations, boroughs, and others to assess what resources are currently available and where communities can seek assistance in meeting this new requirement. That resource list is available with this notice.

Any questions regarding the Commission’s Planning requirement should be directed to Michelle Anderson, Denali Commission staff at (907) 271-1542 or manderson@denali.gov. 

· Planning Information Sheet

· Planning Checklist

· Planning Resources
