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 Overall Evaluation
By attending this conference, I have achieved the following objectives:


Yes
No

Discuss innovative strategies at state, local, and national levels
[72%]
[28%]
Describe how to mobilize communities for action
[52%]
[42%] 
The content was balanced (free of commercial bias)
[100%] 
[0%] 

Appropriate
Too Complex
Too Basic

Did you think the level of this meeting was:
[85%] 
[0%] 
[15%]

Very Satisfied
Satisfied
Dissatisfied
How satisfied were you with the meeting overall?
[25%] 
[75%]
[0%]
On the whole, how would you rate the following aspects of the meeting?


Very Satisfied
Satisfied
Dissatisfied
Overall quality of the speakers.
[36%] 
[59%]
[5%]
Time for networking and informal learning.
[54%]
[40%]
[5%]
Efficiency and effectiveness of the registration process.
[81%]
[18%]
[0%]
Usefulness of the exhibit program. 
[40%]
[50%]
[10%]
Usefulness of poster sessions. 
[43%]
[43%]
[13%]
Hotel accommodations. 
[57%]
[38%]
[4%]
Meeting rooms. 
[52%]
[38%]
[9%]
Social functions.
[50%] 
[50%] 
[0%] 
Please indicate how you learned about the conference: (check only one.)

[42%]
Conference Announcement or Program Mailing

[19%]
NRHA Publications

[0%]
Other Publications (specify which): 







[11%]
Word of Mouth
[11%]
NRHA Web Site

[15%]
Other (please indicate):
SAC








What is the single most important factor in determining if you will attend next year’s conference? (check only one)

[0%]
Continuing Education Credits

[25%]
Conference Location

[25%]
Conference Cost

[25%]
Coverage (ability to get away from work)

[25%]
Other

CONTENT





Yes
No

Are you a HRSA Grantee? 
[22%]
[78%]
If Yes, which HRSA office? 
  










SORH 
FLEX 

SHIP

AHEC

Title VII

ORHP

BPHC

Title VII

General Comments on the 2008 Annual Conference: 








Excellent Conference

Everything was wonderful
The addition of Slimfast was great.  A nutritious alternative to pastries. 

I thought the speakers were better this year, however, I think the conference was too long.  3 days should really be the max.  I came to the pre-conference session, so 4 days travel is a little long.  Facility and location was great!

You should reconsider your breakfast foods.  I don’t eat eggs and prefer not to eat pastries so the first morning I had to get something on my own. 

You should always have coffee, not just water

Fruit is always good for breakfast

Great conference as always. Come here to New Orleans again – have it here every year or every other year until Katrina is forgotten

Registration is too expensive

Great conference, but as usual not enough research papers. I like the mix, but as we have to use more evidence-based practice we need to hear the evidence more

No coffee in the morning! Coffee on the 5th floor only, none for morning addresses, if you went directly to the session, you couldn’t get coffee, they had water only!

Noisy rooms – Kitchens behind Grand Ballroom

Nametags were not easy to use, especially for women.  Go back to lanyards please

Appreciate CDs of session handouts

Needed times/dates for breakout sessions prior to arrival – would have helped in deciding what handouts to print and bring

Insist that all presentations have handouts or electronic handouts

Presentation handouts for the breakout sessions would be nice, or make them available online

This is my second year and I think we left off an important issues – HIV/AIDS, which is hitting rural communities the hardest

Why meet on a Saturday? I spend too much time away from home anyway – weekend is even worse

SAC Meeting should not cut into main conference session

NRHA staffers should NOT be taking photos of the yoga group

Program was much easier to read/find info this year compared to last year

More breakout sessions were applicable to my job (state association) this year compared to last year

Love the “green” conference bags.  Wish there were slots for business cards, pens, etc

Wait until most have been served lunch to start the awards program.  To hard to hear with hotel staff clanking around 
Please no more New Orleans for at least 10 years

Great organization
Sessions were heavy on hospital-related topics.  Good balance among regional sessions

Stuart Altman – excellent

Maggie’s legislative update excellent, but a bit too long

Heavy on hospitals.  Need more rural health clinics

Cost reporting session excellent

Some of the sessions did not match their description. I felt the sessions needed more detail about how some of the strategies were achieved and more innovative strategies

Networking in exhibit hall does not work

Keynotes and plenaries were too ambiguous

Compelling program.  Be sure to include programs on strategies that demonstrate improvements in rural population health. 

Good conference

Exhibit sessions too short

Create a culture of: start each session on time; end each session on time. 

Wonderful group of engaged people.  NRHA staff are friendly, knowledgeable, and very much “can-do.”  The exhibition space was good and it was helpful to have the breaks in there to allow for networking.  It might also help to have the posters in the same hall to encourage this, as the sessions were sometimes hard to find in the hotel. 

Dr. Altman was incredible.  All attendees were talking about him!
Conference fee too high for what was offered overall

Where are the oral health organizations, exhibitors and presentations at this meeting? Even APHA has an oral health section.

Most of exhibitors were for hospitals

As an exhibitor, the music Wednesday evening was an extreme distraction, would have been fine unplugged and not amplified. 

Need tables throughout exhibit hall for people to sit and visit/eat.

Suggested Session Topics for Next Year











Organizational Structure and Workflow for SORHs – share how each state does this.
Workforce issues/health career pipelining
Public health strategies in prevention/wellness

More nursing subjects, please

Legislative updates to common and overlap from session to session

HIV/AIDS presentations, which deals with mental health and persons with HIV/AIDS living longer and having other health disparities

Success stories from rural health associations

How to implement and develop innovative programs

More hands-on topics

HIV in rural America
Advocacy Training, especially on the state level

Oral health

Impact of growing income disparity on disproportionately low income rural populations

Rural Health Nursing 

Would like to see more oral health topics

Extend invitation to American Association of Public Health Dentistry or American Dental and Dental Hygienists Association

Healthcare informaties (what’s new).  How to help your physician with healthcare informities. Nursing informaties, etc. 

