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I.
SCOPE OF WORK
The purpose of the project is to design and test a system of rural development performance measures linking economic growth to poverty reduction. 
II. 
PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Briefly describe the grant activities undertaken during the period and any accomplishments achieved.
During this time period, FAI issued two Requests for Proposals – one for a literature review on current and emerging trends on the definitions of poverty, and one for a literature review on research linking economic growth to poverty reduction and associated performance measures .  As of the close of this quarter, FAI is reviewing the drafts of the literature reviews. FAI is also completing an overview of economic programs operating in the state and associated performance measures. At the Rural Provider’s Conference in Bethel, Alaska, FAI conducted two dialogues regarding community member perspectives of poverty and well-being. In addition, dialogues have been held with the Alaska Natives Professional Association, University of Alaska “Tribes, Nations and Peoples” class and First Alaskans Institute staff. The literature reviews and dialogues are part of the information gathering process and are being done to inform the process of developing the measures system. FAI is also finalizing preparations for the RDPM Project Team who will act as an advisory group to the project.
We continue with identification of existing and current resources on rural indicators. This research work will continue into the next reporting period as part of Phase I
III. 
PLANNED ACTIVITIES FOR NEXT REPORTING PERIOD: Describe the grant activities you expect to complete during the next month.

During the next reporting period, we anticipate continuing with:

· Identification of existing and current resources and data on rural indicators collected on a consistent basis within the state (literature and experts review).
· Identification of economic development programs currently deployed in Alaska.

· Establishing the project evaluation process.
· Meeting(s) with the Project Team 

· Continuation of the dialogues on definitions of poverty and economic development

· Conducting a Discussion Series on Economic Development Indicators as applicable to rural Alaska. 

· Information dissemination
IV. 
PROBLEMS, DELAYS OR CONCERNS EXPERIENCED: Are the grant activities progressing as planned?  If not, what is the cause?  Identify if there are any areas the Alaska Workforce Investment Office can provide assistance.

No problems, delays or concerns.
V. 
POSSIBLE PROBLEM RESOLUTIONS AND TIMEFRAMES: For any problems identified, describe how you will resolve them and how long it will take.

Not applicable. 
