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I.
SCOPE OF WORK
The purpose of the project is to design and test a system of rural development performance measures linking economic growth to poverty reduction. 
II. 
PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Briefly describe the grant activities undertaken during the period and any accomplishments achieved.

In the time period January 1 to March 31, the project has progressed with further refinement and development of the process to design and test a system of rural development performance measures. During this time period, it was determined that the most appropriate methodology to use for developing the system would include an organic process – i.e. gathering and utilizing input from communities through a dialogue process - and an application of existing research. 

Planning commenced for a series of discussions to be held during the 2nd and 3rd quarters on the topics of poverty and associated performance measures. The purposes of the discussions are to bring expertise to the project, to bring other interested parties into the process, and to provide community input and feedback on the measures, as they relate to linking economic growth to poverty reduction.

Development of two literature reviews was begun. The first literature review aims to identify and review current national and international views on the various definitions of poverty. A second literature review is planned that will identify and review current literature that has linked economic growth and development to poverty reduction and identify the corresponding performance measures. Both the discussions and literature reviews will assist in identifying relevant indicators and evaluating linkages among the indicators.
A project status report was presented to the Denali Commission on March 24.

III. 
PLANNED ACTIVITIES FOR NEXT REPORTING PERIOD: Describe the grant activities you expect to complete during the next month.

During the next reporting period, we anticipate:

· Engaging researcher(s) for the literature reviews

· Beginning the Discussion Series

· Information dissemination

IV. 
PROBLEMS, DELAYS OR CONCERNS EXPERIENCED: Are the grant activities progressing as planned?  If not, what is the cause?  Identify if there are any areas the Alaska Workforce Investment Office can provide assistance.

A request to modify the project work plan was approved by the Denali Commission. The modification dealt with implementing the project and did not change the scope of work or budget. The modifications resulted in an increased ability to engage the participation and advice of expertise in the fields of economic development and poverty in order to develop a system of measures that link economic growth to poverty reduction. To accomplish this objective, the timeline for phase one (research and outreach to communities) will be extended through December 2006. Consequently, the testing of the system will be from January, 2007 through July, 2007.
V. 
POSSIBLE PROBLEM RESOLUTIONS AND TIMEFRAMES: For any problems identified, describe how you will resolve them and how long it will take.
See above.

