27 August 2003

David Jimmie Sr., Village Council President

Village of Chefornak

P.O. Box 110

Chefornak, Alaska 99561

Dear Mr. Jimmie,

This letter is to advise you of the status of the pending financial award for construction of a new washeteria in the Village of Chefornak.

The Village of Chefornak submitted a request in January 2003 for $1,000,000 to go toward the construction of a new washeteria facility.  An independent Multi-discipline Review Panel evaluated the proposal and recommended the project for funding contingent upon several conditions that were to be resolved by the community in conjunction with Village Safe Water. These contingencies were as follows: (i) A firm construction start date and completion date is finalized; (ii) a new business plan be submitted that more realistically shows the usage of the facility; and (iii) that the design of the washteria address the lack of bathroom facilities needed for the high usage projections. 
As of this writing, firm construction start and completion dates have not been identified. It is understood that this is due to lack of an adequate water source to serve the proposed washeteria facility. The terms and conditions in the Denali Commission’s 2003 Washeteria Request for Proposal (RFP) stated that washeterias must be currently served by an adequate water source and wastewater disposal system for consideration.
Due to the uncertainties surrounding this project at this time, all funds under pending award #0092-2003-I7 will be rescinded and re-allocated to the Denali Commission’s Energy Program pursuant to Resolution 03-14 passed 30 April 2003.
Depending on the outcome of FY04 Appropriations, the Denali Commission may again have limited funding available to support rural Alaskan communities that have a need for a new washeteria facility or repair or renovation of an existing washeteria. The Commission will notify you of future opportunities for funding of washeteria facilities. Please note that the Commission will give special consideration to the Village of Chefornak if it chooses to respond to any future RFP for washeteria construction.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at 907-271-2372 or email me at ymorgan@denali.gov.

Sincerely,

Yuri Morgan

Program Manager

cc:
Ken Collison, VSW


Nathan Cornilles, VSW

