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I.
SCOPE OF WORK
The purpose of the project is to design and test a system of rural development performance measures linking economic growth to poverty reduction. 
II. 
PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Briefly describe the grant activities undertaken during the period and any accomplishments achieved.

In the time period October 1 to December 31, the project has progressed with Census Bureau training in November; the recruiting and advertising of the Rural Performance Measures Research Project Manager position; presentations of current education and population indicators to regional organizations and classes at the University of Alaska; and participation in the Denali Commission subcommittee meeting on Outcomes and Strategic Planning.
We continue with identification of existing and current resources on rural indicators. This research work will continue into the next reporting period as part of Phase I.
III. 
PLANNED ACTIVITIES FOR NEXT REPORTING PERIOD: Describe the grant activities you expect to complete during the next month.

During the next reporting period, we anticipate continuing with:

Phase I

· Hiring the project manager.

· Identification of existing and current resources and data on rural indicators collected on a consistent basis within the state (literature and experts review).
· Identification of economic development programs currently deployed in Alaska.

· Recruiting for a project assistant.
· Project evaluation process.
IV. 
PROBLEMS, DELAYS OR CONCERNS EXPERIENCED: Are the grant activities progressing as planned?  If not, what is the cause?  Identify if there are any areas the Alaska Workforce Investment Office can provide assistance.

Grant activities will increase with the hiring of the research project manager. No problems, delays or concerns.
V. 
POSSIBLE PROBLEM RESOLUTIONS AND TIMEFRAMES: For any problems identified, describe how you will resolve them and how long it will take.

Not applicable.

