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2003 summary

Behavioral Health Aide Program

ANTHC has received the initial $5,000,000 in federal funding via the Alaska Federation of Natives for regional deployment of the Behavioral Health Aide Program.  A distribution methodology was finalized, and sub-award agreements between ANTHC and the twelve tribal regional health organizations were drafted and will result in the hiring of 50 village-based providers.  Currently 11 of 12 agreements have been signed and funding distributed.

Tribal organizations are reviewing and providing input on proposed competencies for BHA and their clinical supervisors.  Panel presentation and/or discussion of behavioral health services were also made at the 2003 Prevention Symposium and the 2003 Alaska Health Summit. 

Dental Health Aide Program

Through funding from the Rasmuson Foundation and the US Department of Health and Human Services progress was made under three DHA practice levels.  Fourteen students completed training as Primary Dental Health Aide I and are working on the skill consolidation phase of their training.  Ten out of 35 (to date) students trained as Expanded Functions DHA I were certified in late 2003.  Seven are working out of the Tanana Chief’s Conference, Fairbanks area, and three out of the Norton Sound Health Corp. Dental Program in Nome.  Six students training as Dental Health Aide Therapists are halfway through a two-year program in New Zealand.  Funding for an additional seven students has been obligated to support the second group.  Dental directors are selecting these candidates and their study will commence in early 2004.  

A full application was invited and was submitted to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation under its Local Initiative Funding Partners program.  These resources were requested to address need related to deployment of Primary Dental Health Aides in western Alaska in the Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation.  

Personal Care Assistant Program

The Rural Tribal PCA Work Group, comprised of the directors of Tribally managed PCA programs and services, was formed in February 2003.  Members have since drafted a mission statement and action plan, and conducted a survey of elders during the 2003 AFN Elders and Youth Conference.  At the Conference and Job Fair, members provided information to interested people and recruited for their PCA programs.  

Several Work Group members serve on UAA Center of Human Development advisory committees regarding curriculum development, and consumer programs and services.  

ANTHC initiated discussion with YKHC and NSHC to develop and pilot local initiatives for duel credit high school PCA pilot projects.  

