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From Journal of Bethel Trip 1 May 2006

1 May 2006 had a window of flyable weather all the way to Kuskukwim Delta. 

 Off Fairbanks @ 1020       Tach 688.8       

  Arrive Bethel  @1400       Tach 692.6   3.8 hr in route   (tail wind)

Made arrangements to visit Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk on 2 May

2 May 2006  off Bethel @ 0900     22 miles to Nunapitchuk.   Do to the proximity of Kasigluk I arranged for their mainteince man to come over to Nunapitchuk for training.                  

Used the city administration office building and boiler for training.  Had class room training on oil burner adjustments and care and mainteince of a heating system until 1700.

Nick Keene,   Lloyd Andrew Jr., Ely Wastley, and Wilson Tikium from Nunapitchuk and Wilson Twitchell  from Kasigluk were present. 


Note:  Wilson Twitchell from Kasigluk is a top hand.  (ie. Throw him a ball and he picks it up and runs with it) I am sending him a flue gas analyzing kit.  Can teach others to program thermostats.


Nunapitchuk had a flue gas analyzer in Laundromat.  Never used 

Stopped at 1700  

From 1900 to 2200  had a night class for IRA and city employees that were working during the day class. 

Steven T. Alexie Sr., Jerry Wassillie Sr., William M. Andrew, Walt b. Riley Sr., Roberta Nick (city admin), and Sophia Sergie were present.  

 Remained over night at IRA sleeping room.  

3 May 2006   0900 to 1230 Continued training.  Boiler had gross glycol  leaks which resulted in a failed expansion tank as well as deterioration of all  other ferous metal.   Deleted two of six di-electric unions with sweat to thread adapters and installed a new expansion tank.  Programmed setback thermostats for several building and installed one on city office building. 

1230  off Nunapitchuk       Tach 693.0

Stopped at Bethel for fuel   Tach 693.3

59 gal 100LL @4.58 + tax = $283.73

1Qt oil

May 3, 2006, 1415 Arrive Kongiganak  1415 to 1500 inspected heating systems in water treatment and Washeteria.  Found dryer heat boiler on its last legs.  Plugged solid with soot.  

Maintenance man John Philips, was arranging a funeral for his brother and did not want to work. (new info to me)  He requested I return on Friday as funeral was all day Thursday.

1500 Depart for Kwigillingok next door after talking to Oscar Evon.  Upon arrival could not locate the mainteince man.  He did not know I was coming and was not to be found.  (I suspect hunting---Geese were in)

1700 Returned to Bethel   Tach 694.9

4 May 2006 Made arrangements with Temporary administrator at Chefornak to meet the mainteince man Benard Meal, to survey heating systems.  

Off Bethel @1000   arrive Chefornak @1050   tach 695.7 

Banard also could not be found even though he was “working” that day.   I inspected all the community buildings and found an abundance of Monitors in use. (I did not see any Toyostoves)   They could use a Monitor work shop. A Quietside in the bingo hall had the circ pumps upside down (which assures a very short life) but administrator assured me he would have that corrected shortly.   IRA store has a hot air furnace in good condition and equipped with a setback thermostat but they get a lot of their heat from refrigeration units in the store.  I’m sure there is a ventilation problem in the summer time.

1400 Returned to Bethel   Tach 696.6

fueled up 43 gal 100LL @ 4.73 + tax = $213.56

Note:  I tried the “Tundra Suites” as an alternative to the sticker shock of the Long House .  That is the flop house like motel across from the AC store.  I knew there are a lot of drunks but I got the back building as it is non smoking.  After the cab had left I found out the rate is $130.00 per day.  Don’t try it.

5 May 2006 Off Bethel @ 1000 arrived Kongiganak 1030   Tach  697.3
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Worked on Dryer boiler until 1800.  The cloths dryer boiler was plugged solid full of soot and the stack temperature was over 800۫°F.   I had my boiler cleaning stuff with me so we could clean and reseal it.  This boiler has a substitute burner installed that is a different model that is supposed to be on it.   It is a Beckett AFG and it should be an SF.  The draft tube and retention head off the original burner don’t match the other parts of the AFG but by playing with different nozzles we got it to burn ok and at about 81% efficient.   The boiler is oversized which allows the AFG burner to carry the load.  The expansion tank is bad and has been for a long time.  The boiler relief lifts every time the boiler fires and temperature raises.  The relief has been changed at least one or more times.  We got a new tank ordered from Bethel but due to bad flying weather it did not arrive while I was there.   (Checked it out later and the expansion tank solved the problem.)

 Had a long line of people waiting to use the dryers by then.

Got a room with the IRA Friday night.
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6 May 2006 Saturday   We went through the rest of the heating system.  It was equipped with a Tekmar outside boiler temperature reset control but it was bypassed and had been for some time.   We had training on the controls and system line up.  All circulating pumps including the stand-bys  were running all the time and there was an overheat problem in the office building.  The system has waste heat from the generator shed and the boilers don’t need to be run at all except in the coldest weather.                                                                                                                      

All the Dual Action/Turn Tilt windows in the administration building are mounted 3/8” to ½” out of square and   never have operated properly.  We had a window training program to learn how to adjust, and lubricate the hardware, and change the glass when necessary. 

Returned to Bethel at 1715   tach 697.9   to late to get fuel

7 May 2006    fuel  19.6 gal          

 1000 off Bethel        Arrived   Fairbanks 1430   Tach 702.4

62.8 gal 100 LL  @  $4.16 / gal  +  tax

Total flight time             13.6      @  $200     =  $2720.00

Total fuel                                                              $845.35

Total man hours             29.5      @ $65             $1917.00 

Lodging                           6 days                           $594.73

Taxis                               10         @ $6.00             $60.00

________________________________________________

Total                                                                      $6137.08

