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Buckland Meeting Notes 
September 21, 2010 Meeting 

Denali Commission 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Lind opened the meeting introducing and welcoming those in attendance 
by phone. Sharon pointed out that we have new teleconference call in numbers 
and asked participants to watch future agendas as call in numbers may change. 
Sharon turned the meeting over to Debra Addie from VSW for an update.  
 
Update from Debra Addie - VSW – Debra provided the following report to the 
group and highlighted key items: 
 
  













 
 

 

Discussion items during the meeting as follows: 

 Debra Addie, VSW, went through her report in detail. Several items were 
discussed during her report. 

 The 19 required easements were discussed and Debra reiterated to the 
community the necessity of having these easements complete by the first of the 
year. Darlene from the City of Buckland stated that 10 additional easement 
documents were signed and delivered by plane back to Eva Hunt at Maniliiq. 
Debra asked Darlene about the other 9 easements. Darlene stated that there had 
been a previous batch sent to Maniliiq and they thought all was complete on their 
end. It was suggested that they confirm that with Maniliiq that all 19 are now 
complete and on their way to BIA to be sure. Next steps involve the easement 
process going to BIA offices in Anchorage. Discussion of finding an advocate at 
BIA offices in Anchorage followed. 

 Debra reported that the majority “old USDA RD” funds had been utilized for the 
purchase of an excavator. Sharon thanked Merlaine from USDA RD for her help 
in making this happen. The remaining USDA RD funds were discussed and the 
possible uses of those funds: which included, a fence for the lagoon, water and 
sewer O&M equipment or garbage cans. Also, Glenna from the City of Buckland 
mentioned Buckland’s receipt of a weatherization grant from EETC for the old 
water plant weatherization tasks. Merlaine asked that the remainder of the USDA 
RD funds not be used for the garbage cans. Merlaine also asked that a letter be 
sent to USDA RD attention her explaining their proposed uses of those funds. 
Merlaine mentioned that the balance of $90K is actually increased by the funds 
not used for the excavator ($306K budgeted for the excavator, $270K utilized.) 
Percy from the City of Buckland stated that he knew the excavator was now in 
Nome. 

 The importance of completing the 19 easements and the Utility Ordinance 
requirement were of utmost importance and Sharon reiterated the deadline of 
January 1 for these pending items. Debra added the necessity of user 
agreements. 

 Members of the community asked for an update of the activities not yet funded 
(primarily starting in 2012.) Debra stated that the last budget outlining 2012 
activities still held the most current information of unrealized funding for this 
project and stated she would revisit that information for the community. Debra 
stated her recollection was that a need of approximately $6 million still existed. 

 Percy mentioned the intent of Northwest Inupiat Housing Authority’s (NIHA’s) 
plan to build six houses in Buckland in 2012. Glenna added that Cold Climate 
Housing Research Center planned to build 2 energy efficient homes in 2012 that 
are in addition to NIHA’s homes. Debra asked for information on the future 
location of these homes. 

 Dave Williams from the Corps of Engineers provided an update to the group. 
Dave stated that the Cooperative Agreement had modifications by headquarters 
and that the Corps of Engineers had sent a draft resolution to the community to 
complete these modifications. Dave stated that this resolution was required for 



 
 

 

headquarters to complete this agreement. Glenna stated that she had the 
resolution and that the community planned to meet this Thursday to approve it 
and get it back to Dave. Dave stated that the agreement needs to be reapproved 
after the resolution is received and that he hoped this approval would be soon. 
Dave stated that procurement could follow soon after to which it would take 
approximately 45 days to receive bids for the water intake project. Dave stated 
that he thought a January award for the water intake was possible. Dave 
discussed the remaining balance of $2.5 million of which approximately $2.1 will 
be required for the project, leaving some contingency. 

 Sharon asked the City of Buckland about the school district water usage contract. 
Debra mentioned that a template had been sent to the community for that 
agreement. Again, the importance of the utility ordinance and the user fee 
agreements were discussed. Debra suggested Glenna take the template, put it 
on City letterhead and get it to the school district. The school currently pays .15 
cents a gallon, this agreement simply solidifies this price providing a long term 
commitment by the school. 

 Sharon asked the City of Buckland about the Lift Station and Force Main 
positions to be filled by the City. Darlene stated that yes, they have two people 
identified, however, only one is being trained. Debra stated she would make sure 
the other was involved with any hands on training provided by the contractors. 

 Darlene brought up a recent Borough/State visit that involved discussions on 
flood insurance. Darlene asked whether the VSW design was flood proof. Debra 
stated that yes, it was, and that yes, the city does need insurance for this. 
Darlene stated that the Borough under title 9 zoning requires the flood insurance. 
Debra stated she would get plans to Tom Okleasek. 

 Glenna also mentioned that NANA reps visited to discuss 14(c)(3) issues. 

 In closing, Percy reminded attendees of the time it has taken to get to this point 
in the project and thanked all involved. Glenna mentioned Patty Ann’s and 
Nathan’s election’s to the council coming up. The Senatorial election was 
discussed. 

 Sharon Lind closed the meeting. The next meeting will be on October 12, 2010 at 
11:00 a.m. 

 




