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	 Brandon	Rukovishnikoff,	of	St.	Paul,	felt	a	deep	sense	of	satisfaction	when	
as	a	youngster	he	helped	his	grandfather	build	a	shed.	Both	of	his	grandfathers	
liked	to	build	things	and	Brandon	feels	that	carpentry	runs	in	his	blood.	Now,	
at	age	18,	he	is	already	on	his	way	to	becoming	a	journeyman.	He	was	recently	
accepted	into	the	Southern	Alaska	Carpenters	apprenticeship	program	and	will	
start	class	in	April	2010.
	 Beginning	in	eighth	grade,	Brandon	began	taking	courses	that	would	
sharpen	his	construction	skills.	During	his	senior	year	at	Mt.	Edgecumbe	High	
School	in	Sitka,	he	met	Mike	Tucker	and	William	Andrew,	instructors	for	
Alaska	Works	Partnership,	who	were	offering	a	Weatherization	Tech	I	class	
shortly	after	graduation.	
	 “All	I	knew	is	that	it	would	add	some	experience	under	my	belt,”	Brandon	
said.	“The	training	taught	me	a	lot.	I	now	see	this	as	something	serious	that	
needs	to	be	done	in	Alaska.”	
	 Brandon	returned	home	to	St.	Paul	and	went	to	work	for	the	Aleutian	Hous-
ing	Authority	(AHA).	It	wasn’t	long	before	he	got	a	call	from	Mike	Tucker,	
who	invited	him	to	attend	pre-apprenticeship	training	at	the	Southern	Alaska	
Carpenters	in	Anchorage.	“I	knew	I’d	be	bettering	myself	by	going	to	train-
ing,”	he	said.	
	 While	he	was	in	training,	his	grandmother	passed	away	and	he	went	back	
home	to	St.	Paul.	It	was	a	difficult	time	and	he	decided	he	wasn’t	quite	ready	
for	the	city	life	of	Anchorage.	He	went	back	to	work	for	AHA.	Then	one	day,	
Dan	Rednall,	job	developer	for	AWP	called	him	and	told	him	about	a	construc-
tion	job	to	help	build	Eklutna	Estates	Community	Center	in	Anchorage.		Bran-
don	said	he’d	think	about	it.
	 The	next	day	Rednall	called	again.	“Are	you	on	a	plane	yet?”	he	asked.	
	 “No,”	Brandon	said.	They	talked	and	several	hours	later,	Brandon	boarded	a	
flight	for	Anchorage.	He	started	working	the	next	day.
	 “It’s	just	awesome.	Mike	Tucker	and	Dan	Rednall,	they’ve	taken	care	of	
me,”	Brandon	said.	“I	mean,	they’ll	call	you	during	off	hours	just	to	make	sure	
you’re	doing	okay.”
	 	Working	for	Koht’aene	/Cornerstone	JV	on	the	Eklutna	Estates	project		
gave	Brandon	the	understanding	and	know-how		to	work	a	fast-paced	com-
mercial	construction	project	(civil	construction,	concrete	form	building,	roof-
ing	and	steel	stud	framing).	Those	skills,	the	weatherization	and	the	carpenter	
pre-apprenticeship	training	make	him	a	valuable	crew	member	for	Aleutian	
Housing	Authority.	He	is	currently	working	a	job	in	the	village	of	Atka	to	help	
replace	boilers.
	 “When	I	got	out	of	high	school	and	started	my	life,	I	had	to	take	that	huge	
step	of	taking	the	opportunity	to	better	myself,”	Brandon	said.	At	a	young	age	
he’s	already	shown	that	he	has	what	it	takes	to	succeed.	Certainly	his	grandfa-
thers	would	be	proud	as	he	continues	their	legacy	in	the	craft	of	carpentry.
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