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PHONE:  907-586-1790  FAX 907-463-3573





Date:     Oct. 3, 2011
 
From:    Bruce Scandling
 
To:        Jeannie Monk
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Re:        Update on AK Health Reform Project – for Denali Commission 


In the work period July – September 2011 progress was made on several fronts, including:
 
· Continued discussion of and distribution of the first three white papers of the AK Health Reform workgroup:
· Medicaid in Alaska: The Opportunities and Challenges of Health Reform 
· Alaska’s Health Benefits Exchange: Enrollment Projections, Federal Subsidies, Economic Implications and Design Questions
· Better Health, Better Value in Alaska:  Medical Homes Offer Coordinated Approach to Health Care Delivery
· Regular updates to the AK Health Reform website: www.akhealthreform.org
· Ongoing production of a weekly Alaska Health Reform Notebook, which highlights important health reform news and announcements for our workgroup and a growing list of health care stakeholders;
· Convening three face-to-face planning meeting of the workgroup (July 18, Aug. 31 and Sept. 30) and holding regular monthly call-in meetings.
· Convening our second dialogue session of key Alaska stakeholders on Aug. 17 at UAA. Cosponsored with Commonwealth North, the topic was the expected impact on Alaska health care of the deficit reduction debate ongoing in Congress.
· Planning for an acceptance of our proposal for AK Health Reform to make an opening-day plenary presentation at the Alaska Health Summit in January 2012. Topic: The linkage between primary care and public health prevention efforts.
· Other myriad duties, including research and analysis, a daily review of health reform news, and tracking federal and state legislation and regulations related to reform.
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