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Memorandum

To:		Howard Martin, Regional Counsel, Federal Aviation Administration
From:		Mark Spafford, Senior Program Manager
Subject:	National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Six-Plex Transfer - Yakutat, Alaska  
Date:		March 30, 2012

The Denali Commission (Commission) is providing technical assistance to the Yakutat Tlingit-Tribe (Tribe) for the potential transfer of a six-plex in Yakutat.  The six-plex is currently operated by NOAA, however it is no longer utilized due to new facilities being constructed.  Through working with the Tribe, NOAA and GSA on facilitating the Federal entity property transfer, the question arose regarding if the six-plex and the land it sits on, is even something that can be transferred by the federal government.  Documentation regarding the ownership of the land and property was provided by NOAA to the Commission and the Tribe for review on March 29, 2012.  These documents are attached to this memorandum.  

Based on my review of the attached ownership documentation, it appears that following the federal government declaring that the six-plex is no longer needed to complete its functions in the state, that the land and property on it, becomes property of the State of Alaska.  Based on my review, I am requesting your assistance with the following:

1. In your opinion, is my interpretation of the ownership documents correct in the State of Alaska will take over ownership of the land and real property once it is no longer needed by the federal government in the completion of its duties?
2. If the State of Alaska is in fact the owner of the land and property, through your connections with the State of Alaska, who would be the best point of contact for the Tribe to discuss the transfer/leasing of the land and property where the six-plex currently sits?  
3. Should the Commission approach Susan Bell with this request?  

Please contact me so that we can schedule a time to meet and discuss this memorandum and its associated attachments.  
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