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Narrative Report
Lessons Learned

This is the final report for the grant and therefore will include the full range of activities.  The Indigenous Peoples’ Global Summit on Climate Change (IPGSCC) was held April 20-24, 2009 in Anchorage, Alaska, with more than 400 participants from across the globe. 

Arranging travel for delegates, many of whom were non-English speaking and had to travel from small villages  to obtain visas prior to travel to Alaska, was extremely challenging.  It was critical to have regional coordinators (IPGSCC Steering Committee members) to assist with travel information as well as to identify community participants from a broad cross-section of their region.  It was helpful to have held regional meetings prior to the Summit in order to bring up-to-date information from all worldwide regions.  On-the-ground logistics were also interesting, trying to move a large group, some unprepared for Alaskan weather.  Dietary needs had to be resolved daily even though the registration form asked for specifications.  All conference material and sessions were translated into 4 languages (Spanish, French, Russian and English) and some translators had to be imported to Alaska.  Even with two years of preparatory work, we could have used more time to plan for such a multi-faceted event. In spite of the many obstacles, the Summit was well organized and completed its agenda and objectives.

The primary outcome of the Summit was the creation and adoption of the Anchorage Declaration which is included in this report.  The Declaration lays out the issues and calls for action from indigenous peoples worldwide and sets a path for leadership in matters of climate change. 

Activities/Issues Addressed
The Indigenous People’s Global Summit on Climate Change was held in Anchorage, Alaska, from 20 – 24 April 2009. The Summit enabled indigenous peoples from all regions of the globe to exchange their knowledge and experience in adapting to the impacts of climate change, and to develop key messages and recommendations to be articulated to the world at the fifteenth Conference of Parties (COP-15) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Copenhagen, Denmark in December 2009.

Over 400 indigenous people from 80 countries attended the summit, the first such meeting on climate change focused entirely on Indigenous Peoples.

Each of the regions provided a report on the impacts of climate change on indigenous peoples in their region, successful adaptation strategies being employed, and recommendations for future action. Briefings were provided on international processes by various UN bodies, and panel discussions were held with non-governmental organizations (NGOs), donors and the private sector.
Thematic break-out sessions were organized to address four key areas: 

Health, Wellbeing and Food Security;

Ways of Knowing: Traditional Knowledge, Contemporary Knowledge and Decision-Making;

Environmental Stewardship: Natural Resources Ownership and Management; and

Energy Generation and Use in Traditional Territories of Indigenous Peoples.

At the conclusion of the Summit, participants adopted the Anchorage Declaration.

Regional messages

The key messages from each of the regions were as follows:

Arctic: Climate change has been felt most intensely in the Arctic. In the past few decades, the average Arctic temperature has increased twice as much as the global temperature. Last summer, the Arctic Ocean sea ice shrunk to the smallest size ever seen in satellite images, opening previously ice-jammed waterways, such as the Northwest Passage, for navigation. Climate change is having a negative impact on the health of Indigenous Peoples, and leading to increased economic development of the Arctic. To adapt to rapidly changing circumstances, while at the same time preserving important elements of their culture, indigenous peoples of the Arctic believe they need to find a balance between old and new ways, between scientific and experience-based knowledge.

Latin America: The Latin American Regional report acknowledged the importance of Indigenous Peoples and traditional knowledge in finding sustainable solutions to the climate challenge, and asked for structures that will address the ecological debt between developed and developing countries. It highlighted the need for education and capacity development around the issue of climate change, the need for sustainable alternatives for climate adaptation and mitigation, and the need for Indigenous Peoples to create a joint agenda for dealing with climate change adaptation and mitigation.

Pacific: The low elevation and high quantity of insular coastlines make the Pacific a very vulnerable and high-risk region to impacts of climate change. It now suffers from loss of coastal land and infrastructure due to erosion; inundation and tidal surges, increase in frequency and severity of cyclones; destruction of coal reefs and sea ecosystems on which the livelihoods of the islanders depend from warming oceans; increased droughts or flooding due to changes in rainfall patterns; increases in dengue fever and diarrhea outbreaks; loss of food sources (sugarcane, yams, taro, cassava and banana plantations) from extreme temperatures, changes in the seasons and severity of rainfall; and loss of drinkable water through changes in rainfall, sea-level rise and inundation by sea water. The regional report focused on resilience and mitigation strategies, and the importance of participating in relevant discussions and processes.

Caribbean: The Caribbean region is most impacted by extreme weather events arising from climate change, including flash floods, tsunamis, earthquakes, intensified hurricane force winds, coastal erosion, coral bleaching, and major landslides and in many instances heavy loss of life and property. As a result, it suffers extensive infrastructural damage and impacts on food security and economic decline. The region focused on capacity-building needs to enable Indigenous Peoples to make use of their traditional knowledge to build community resilience.

Asia: The Asia report reviewed Indigenous Peoples vulnerability to climate change, including long droughts and prolonged floods, unprecedented strength of typhoons and cyclones, worsening food and water insecurity, increases in water- and vector-borne diseases, pest invasion, destruction of traditional livelihoods of indigenous peoples, and cultural ethnocide or destruction of indigenous people’s cultures which are linked with nature and agricultural cycles. It also looked at way in which indigenous peoples suffer from climate change solutions, such as expansion of biofuel plantations, building dams under the CDM, uranium extraction, inclusion of tropical forests for mitigation under REDD. The region focused on solutions offered by indigenous peoples, such as sustainable traditional agriculture and agro-forestry and low-carbon lifestyles, development of locally-controlled small scale energy projects practices, and rehabilitation of coral reefs and mangrove forests.
Africa: The key conclusion from the Africa report was that climate change is not just an environmental issue, but is also a human rights issue that affects the spiritual and cultural dimensions of indigenous people’s lives and livelihoods. It is expected that climate change in Africa will create significant challenges that include food insecurity, displacement, famine, drought, floods, loss of livelihood assets, shrinking and scarcity of water resources, loss of culture, disappearance of traditional knowledge, health impacts, and further dispossession of land.  The potential for adaptation in this region is constrained by limitations on migration and mobility, destruction of biodiversity, long-term land degradation due to drought. Policy responses identified by the region to support indigenous peoples’ adaptation and mitigation efforts focused on implementing a human rights framework.

North America: The North America report noted that climate change is posing significant threat to Indigenous Peoples’ food security and food sovereignty and that Indigenous Peoples’ rights to self-determination, land, water, and cultural practices are essential for the effective action to mitigate and combat climate change. Impacts currently felt by First Nations Peoples include temperature increases, precipitation changes, disappearing glaciers and snow cover, rising sea level, unpredictable weather and seasons, increased floods, droughts and extreme weather.  These climate-related shifts are causing significant changes in animal and fish population, behavior and migration as well as on ecosystem integrity. The region rejected solutions such as nuclear power projects, “clean coal” development and genetically modified food systems and cautioned against market-based mitigation strategies that threaten Indigenous sovereignty, ecosystems, rights and livelihoods.

The Anchorage Declaration

The Anchorage Declaration is the main political message of the Summit.  Adopted by consensus it represents the common position of all indigenous participants at the Summit.  The Declaration:

· Supports a binding emissions reduction target for developed countries (“Annex 1”) of at least 45% below 1990 levels by 2020 and at least 95% by 2050;

· Calls on the UNFCCC to establish formal structures and mechanisms for and with the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples;

· Calls on all Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) initiatives to secure the recognition and implementation of the human rights of indigenous peoples;

· Challenges states to abandon false solutions to climate change that negatively impact indigenous peoples;

· Calls on states to recognize, respect and implement the fundamental human rights of indigenous peoples; and 

· Encourages indigenous communities to exchange information.

Dialogues with other sectors

Various organizations participated in the Summit, including H.E. Mr. Miguel d'Escoto Brockmann, President of the 63rd session of the United Nations General Assembly. He said he came to bring assurance that indigenous peoples would be a part of future international negotiations regarding climate change.   

Several panel discussions were held with various sectors, focusing mainly on support that was available for indigenous people’s organizations and projects.  These included:

· UN agencies: United Nations University (UNU), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), United Nations Development Programme - Global Environment Facility (UNDP-GEF), UN REDD Programme, the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issue (UNPFII) and the World Bank gave presentations about their relevant work. 

· NGOs: Conservation International, WWF, Global Partnership on Mountain Ecosystems/FAO, Earth Justice, and Alaska Conservation Solutions; 

· Donors: The Christensen Fund, Walter and Duncan Gordon Foundation, Lia Fund, Oak Foundation, Wilburforce Foundation, and the David and Lucille Packard Foundation;  and

· Private sector representatives: Shell, US Arctic Research Commission, Alaska SeaLife Center, and the US Intertribal Council on Utility Policy.

Recurring themes

Hundreds of stories and evidence of both the impacts of climate change and mitigation strategies on Indigenous Peoples, as well as the success of various adaptation strategies built on traditional knowledge, were shared over the course of the meeting.  Each story, each piece of evidence, was an important element of the discussion.   It is not possible to properly reflect the information presented, discussed and generated at this Summit in an executive summary.  Nevertheless, throughout the various thematic sessions, regional reports, presentations, and informal discussions over the course of the summit, some universal themes and points featured prominently in many of various outputs of the Summit.  These included:

· Indigenous peoples have contributed the least to climate change and already practice low carbon life styles.

· Indigenous peoples are the most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change because they live in the areas most affected by climate change and are usually the most socio-economically disadvantaged. 

· Indigenous peoples have an important role to play in addressing climate change through their knowledge, experience and rights over land and development.  This contribution has been largely ignored.

· More effort needs to be made to publicize and document the impacts of climate change on indigenous peoples and local mitigation and adaptation measures taken by them.

· Indigenous peoples need to be fully and effectively involved in all measures to understand climate change, to reduce or mitigate climate chance and adapt to the impacts of climate change.  In particular we need to:

· Promote the participation of indigenous youth in all processes. 

· Promote and implement the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) at all levels.

· Enhance the capacities of indigenous peoples to mitigate and adapt to climate change and to implement their self-determined development.

· Fully and effectively engage in the UNFCCC with the immediate objective of ensuring input into the Copenhagen agreements.

Indicators of Success
The IPGSCC Steering Committee met in Seattle, New York and Barcelona in the two years prior to the Summit being held in Anchorage.  Conference calls were also held to plan and prepare for the Summit.  The Summit was successfully held in April 2009 with over 400 indigenous participants representing more than 80 countries.  Regional meetings were held prior to the Summit and reports given from each region to the full body.  The Anchorage Declaration was created and adopted by participants and has since been presented to several UN bodies and referenced in several climate meetings and documents (Bonn, UNPFII).  The Declaration and Summit Report will be presented in several side events at the upcoming UNFCCC meeting in Copenhagen and we are working with the UNGA President (who participated in the Summit) to present the Summit Report at a high level session of COP15.  We are also working on the Indigenous Peoples Day as part of COP15.
Actual Results 
The Anchorage Declaration

24 April 2009

From 20-24 April, 2009, Indigenous representatives from the Arctic, North America, Asia, Pacific, Latin America, Africa, Caribbean and Russia met in Anchorage, Alaska for the Indigenous Peoples’ Global Summit on Climate Change. We thank the Ahtna and the Dena’ina Athabascan Peoples in whose lands we gathered. 

We express our solidarity as Indigenous Peoples living in areas that are the most vulnerable to the impacts and root causes of climate change. We reaffirm the unbreakable and sacred connection between land, air, water, oceans, forests, sea ice, plants, animals and our human communities as the material and spiritual basis for our existence. 

We are deeply alarmed by the accelerating climate devastation brought about by unsustainable development. We are experiencing profound and disproportionate adverse impacts on our cultures, human and environmental health, human rights, well-being, traditional livelihoods, food systems and food sovereignty, local infrastructure, economic viability, and our very survival as Indigenous Peoples.

Mother Earth is no longer in a period of climate change, but in climate crisis. We therefore insist on an immediate end to the destruction and desecration of the elements of life.

Through our knowledge, spirituality, sciences, practices, experiences and relationships with our traditional lands, territories, waters, air, forests, oceans, sea ice, other natural resources and all life, Indigenous Peoples have a vital role in defending and healing Mother Earth. The future of Indigenous Peoples lies in the wisdom of our elders, the restoration of the sacred position of women, the youth of today and in the generations of tomorrow.  

We uphold that the inherent and fundamental human rights and status of Indigenous Peoples, affirmed in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), must be fully recognized and respected in all decision-making processes and activities related to climate change. This includes our rights to our lands, territories, environment and natural resources as contained in Articles 25–30 of the UNDRIP. When specific programs and projects affect our lands, territories, environment and natural resources, the right of Self Determination of Indigenous Peoples must be recognized and respected, emphasizing our right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent, including the right to say “no”. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) agreements and principles must reflect spirit and the minimum standards contained in UNDRIP.
Calls for Action 

1. In order to achieve the fundamental objective of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), we call upon the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC to support a binding emissions reduction target for developed countries (Annex 1) of at least 45% below 1990 levels by 2020 and at least 95% by 2050. In recognizing the root causes of climate change, participants call upon States to work towards decreasing dependency on fossil fuels. We further call for a just transition to decentralized renewable energy economies, sources and systems owned and controlled by our local communities to achieve energy security and sovereignty. 

In addition, the Summit participants agreed to present two options for action: some supported Option A and some Option B. These are as follows:

A. We call for the phase out of fossil fuel development and a moratorium on new fossil fuel developments on or near Indigenous lands and territories. 

B. We call for a process that works towards the eventual phase out of fossil fuels, without infringing on the right to development of Indigenous nations. 

2. We call upon the Parties to the UNFCCC to recognize the importance of our Traditional Knowledge and practices shared by Indigenous Peoples in developing strategies to address climate change. To address climate change we also call on the UNFCCC to recognize the historical and ecological debt of the Annex 1 countries in contributing to greenhouse gas emissions. We call on these countries to pay this historical debt.

3. We call on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, and other relevant institutions to support Indigenous Peoples in carrying out Indigenous Peoples’ climate change assessments. 

4. We call upon the UNFCCC’s decision-making bodies to establish formal structures and mechanisms for and with the full and effective participation of Indigenous Peoples. Specifically we recommend that the UNFCCC:

a. Organize regular Technical Briefings by Indigenous Peoples on Traditional Knowledge and climate change;

b. Recognize and engage the International Indigenous Peoples’ Forum on Climate Change and its regional focal points in an advisory role;

c. Immediately establish an Indigenous focal point in the secretariat of the UNFCCC;

d. Appoint Indigenous Peoples’ representatives in UNFCCC funding mechanisms in consultation with Indigenous Peoples;

e. Take the necessary measures to ensure the full and effective participation of Indigenous and local communities in formulating, implementing, and monitoring activities, mitigation, and adaptation relating to impacts of climate change. 

5. All initiatives under Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) must secure the recognition and implementation of the human rights of Indigenous Peoples, including security of land tenure, ownership, recognition of land title according to traditional ways, uses and customary laws and the multiple benefits of forests for climate, ecosystems, and Peoples before taking any action.

6. We challenge States to abandon false solutions to climate change that negatively impact Indigenous Peoples’ rights, lands, air, oceans, forests, territories and waters.  These include nuclear energy, large-scale dams, geo-engineering techniques, “clean coal”, agro-fuels, plantations, and market based mechanisms such as carbon trading, the Clean Development Mechanism, and forest offsets. The human rights of Indigenous Peoples to protect our forests and forest livelihoods must be recognized, respected and ensured.

7. We call for adequate and direct funding in developed and developing States and for a fund to be created to enable Indigenous Peoples’ full and effective participation in all climate processes, including adaptation, mitigation, monitoring and transfer of appropriate technologies in order to foster our empowerment, capacity-building, and education. We strongly urge relevant United Nations bodies to facilitate and fund the participation, education, and capacity building of Indigenous youth and women to ensure engagement in all international and national processes related to climate change. 

8. We call on financial institutions to provide risk insurance for Indigenous Peoples to allow them to recover from extreme weather events. 

9. We call upon all United Nations agencies to address climate change impacts in their strategies and action plans, in particular their impacts on Indigenous Peoples, including the World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII). In particular, we call upon all the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and other relevant United Nations bodies to establish an Indigenous Peoples’ working group to address the impacts of climate change on food security and food sovereignty for Indigenous Peoples.

10. We call on United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to conduct a fast track assessment of short-term drivers of climate change, specifically black carbon, with a view to initiating negotiation of an international agreement to reduce emission of black carbon.

11. We call on States to recognize, respect and implement the fundamental human rights of Indigenous Peoples, including the collective rights to traditional ownership, use, access, occupancy and title to traditional lands, air, forests, waters, oceans, sea ice and sacred sites as well as to ensure that the rights affirmed in Treaties are upheld and recognized in land use planning and climate change mitigation strategies. In particular, States must ensure that Indigenous Peoples have the right to mobility and are not forcibly removed or settled away from their traditional lands and territories, and that the rights of Peoples in voluntary isolation are upheld.  In the case of climate change migrants, appropriate programs and measures must address their rights, status, conditions, and vulnerabilities. 

12. We call upon states to return and restore lands, territories, waters, forests, oceans, sea ice and sacred sites that have been taken from Indigenous Peoples, limiting our access to our traditional ways of living, thereby causing us to misuse and expose our lands to activities and conditions that contribute to climate change.

13. In order to provide the resources necessary for our collective survival in response to the climate crisis, we declare our communities, waters, air, forests, oceans, sea ice, traditional lands and territories to be “Food Sovereignty Areas,” defined and directed by Indigenous Peoples according to customary laws, free from extractive industries, deforestation and chemical-based industrial food production systems (i.e. contaminants, agro-fuels, genetically modified organisms). 

14. We encourage our communities to exchange information while ensuring the protection and recognition of and respect for the intellectual property rights of Indigenous Peoples at the local, national and international levels pertaining to our Traditional Knowledge, innovations, and practices. These include knowledge and use of land, water and sea ice, traditional agriculture, forest management, ancestral seeds, pastoralism, food plants, animals and medicines and are essential in developing climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies, restoring our food sovereignty and food independence, and strengthening our Indigenous families and nations.

We offer to share with humanity our Traditional Knowledge, innovations, and practices relevant to climate change, provided our fundamental rights as intergenerational guardians of this knowledge are fully recognized and respected. We reiterate the urgent need for collective action.

Agreed by consensus of the participants in the Indigenous Peoples’ Global Summit on Climate Change, Anchorage Alaska, April 24th 2009

Goals
Expected Goals to be Achieved 

Long term goals included focusing on community solutions as well as climate change impacts and effects.  Pre-summit Regional meetings and thematic working groups during the Summit provided discussion of local ideas and solutions, what is working and not, and opportunities for community-based solutions.

The Summit was meant to be the beginning of the process and not the end – to establish leadership, creativity and knowledge of indigenous peoples and communities on the worldwide stage regarding issues of climate change.  The information shared and relationships built during the Summit were extraordinary and will undoubtedly lead to continued activities.  

Documents from the Summit, including The Anchorage Declaration and the Summit Report will and already have been utilized by indigenous communities, the UN and others in on-going negotiation and agreement processes prior to COP15.  Calls for Action in The Anchorage Declaration have set out a road-map for indigenous communities to follow leading to COP15 and beyond.  Some Steering Committee members will attend the meetings scheduled in Bonn and Bangkok leading to the 15th COP meeting in Copenhagen. Their participation is meant to achieve two goals:

- negotiate with the UNFCC committees to include language reflecting the views of  Indigenous Peoples on the impacts of climate change on their way of life and even their survival;

- bring to the attention of the COP the knowledge and steps taken by Indigenous Peoples to mitigate and/or adapt to climate change, since these solutions are in most cases based on local resources and do not entail high costs.

Several other documents and instruments were created for use by the Summit, including the FIELD report (an assessment of ways for indigenous peoples to advance adaptation concerns and solutions through international fora), a website (www.indigenoussummit.com) which contains all information from the Summit, documents relevant to climate change and indigenous communities, photo archives, contact information, etc.  The website is updated continuously and will be maintained in the future as a point of contact and information resource. 

Goals Achieved 
The Indigenous Peoples’ Global Summit on Climate Change was held in Anchorage, Alaska on April 20-24, 2009 with over 400 participants representing more than 80 countries.

The Anchorage Declaration was created and adopted by consensus by participants of the Summit.

The Summit Report was completed including information from the full Summit and reports from Regions.

The Summit website was established as a focal point for information not only on the Summit but on climate change information that will assist communities to stay informed and connected.  The website is populated and updated with up-to-date information regarding climate issues and experiences from worldwide communities.
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