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October 23, 2008
The Honorable Sarah Palin, Governor
State of Alaska
P.O. Box 110001

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001

Re:
Capital Budget request

Dear Governor Palin:
The city of Sand Point is once again requesting financial assistance from the state of Alaska to help re-build and improve one of the most important transportation corridors in our community – the School Loop Road.  This road connects the community to our school, clinic, recreation center, wastewater disposal site, new landfill and most of the new housing in Sand Point.
In 2006 we commissioned a Reconnaissance Report to be prepared by HDR to identify and estimate the costs to rebuild this 2.3 mile road in Sand Point.  This report was our initial step in the process.  We currently have HDR under contract to fully design the road project.  By spring of 2009, we will be ready to bid this project if the remaining funding can be obtained.

Attached to this letter is an updated “Project Summary Sheet 2009” showing the cost associated with this project as well as the funding needed (both received and requested).  Governor Palin, as shown on the attachment, we are not asking for the state to totally fund this project.  All costs expended to-date have come from local sources.  We have lined up partners to help us.  As you can see, the Denali Commission as well as the City and the Aleutians East Borough have contributed funding to this project.  We are requesting $2.7 million from the state during this legislative cycle, making the total state contribution approximately 64% of the total estimated costs.
For quite a while, the economy in our region has been lackluster.  But with the help of projects such as this one and the positive attitude of our citizens, Sand Point is doing pretty well.  If we can get our road system repaired and more ‘user friendly’, the community should be well-suited for positive growth over the next decade.  Thank you for your consideration of our request and if I can offer anything further, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,

Glen Gardner, Jr.

Mayor

cc:
Sen. Lyman Hoffman


Rep. Bryce Edgmon

Commissioner Leo von Scheben - DOT


Karen Rehfeld – OMB


Sand Point City Council






