Prince of Wales Health Advisory Committee Meeting of 01/13/04

Members Present: Trotter, Viet, Watson, McGrath, Gamble, Burgess, and Altland

Excused Absences: Brookshire, Price, See, and Marshall

Visitor: Paul Coffey

Meeting began at 12:05pm

Minutes from the previous meeting were accepted.

Old Business:
There will be no representative from the POWHAC to attend the SEARHC Executive Board meeting on Jan 15-16. It was mentioned that Millie Stevens will comment on POWHAC matters at this meeting. It is hoped that Dr. McGrath, POWHAC chair, will present at the full SEARHC Board meeting in March.

Discussion: There was a "brain storming" session and the following ideas were discussed:

- How to attain cooperation, collaboration, compromise, and communication between the various medical providers and related entities on Prince of Wales Island.

- How to decrease provider work load and increase provider retention.

- How to maintain satisfactory service to the patient without losing choice of providers to the patient.

New Business: 

It was decided that Chairperson McGrath will go over his presentation (to be made at the SEARHC Board meeting in March) with the POWHAC at its next meeting in Feb.

Members should come to the next meeting with nominations for officers.

Next meeting will be Tues, Feb 10th.

Respectfully Submitted,

Bill Altland, Acting Secretary

POWHAC Meeting – Tuesday, Dec 9, 2003

Members Present: Price, Watson, Trotter, McGrath, Altland, See, Burgess, Brookshire, Grey

Excused Absence: Veit, Marshall

Unexcused: Gamble

Meeting opened at 12:15pm. Minutes were approved from the previous month.

Old Business: 

-         A report on a presentation made to the Board for the POW Chamber of Commerce last month. McGrath, Veit, and Altland attended the Chamber Board meeting to present and answer questions about POWHAC.

New Business:

-         SEARCH Board Meeting in January, 2004: A request was made to SEARHC administration for POWHAC representatives to make a presentation at this meeting. Dr. McGrath will call Ken Brewer to ask that POWHAC be put on this meeting’s agenda. Hopefully, Prochaska, McGrath, and Gamble will be able to attend.

-         Denali Commission is requesting quarterly reports. Prochaska will be asked to complete the needed reports.

-         Reports by various entities:

a. City of Craig: Heliopad under construction on Cemetery Island. High usage at the Craig Clinic which will be closed the week between Christmas and New Years. 

b. SEARHC/ARMC: Continued high usage. Ground has been broken for clinic expansion. 

c. Coffman Cove: Dr. McCandless has clinic at the “Tides End Clinic” about every 6 weeks for residents for the North end of POW Island. 

d. Public Health: 500 flu shots have been given to date. 

e. Craig Police: short staffed

Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, January 13, 2004.

We will need to have election of officers.

Respectfully Submitted, Bill Altland

                                        Acting Secretary

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POWHAC)

November 11, 2003 Minutes
 
ROLL CALL 
 

Committee members present: Bill Altland, Scott Brookshire; Viola Burgess; Marge Marshall; Dick McGrath; Jim See; Bob Trotter; Doug Veit.  Absent: Elaine Price; Cindy Gamble (excused); Colleen Watson.  Guests: Howard Marshall; Millie Stevens.
MINUTES
 

Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began at 12:00 noon in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center.  Quorum was reached at that time.
 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

Minutes from the October meeting were approved.

 

Chair McGrath has e-mailed Don Prochaska, requesting a time-line to his official report to us.  Joel Neimeyer of the Denali Commission has contacted Dr. McGrath about setting up a telephone conference call, with all the “main players” participating.

 

Viola Burgess asked about “Option C” in Don Prochaska’s October report, wanting to know if it was an indication that the airport site is being considered for a new clinic.  We discussed it and agreed that it was only included because we had discussed it as an alternative site.  Millie Stevens pointed out that most granting agencies will be looking  for collaboration between all of our independent and autonomous provider groups.

 

The next meeting of the SEARHC Board of Directors will be January 15-16, 2004.  Bill Altland wondered if POWHAC will be on the Agenda.  Millie Stevens serves on the Board and assured us it that it will be fully discussed!  Viola Burgess is a retired member, and now serves on the Elders’ Council.

 

NETWORKING

 

SEARHC – Viola reported that SEARHC officially took over the Hydaburg Clinic on November 7, 2003.  The City of Hydaburg is reducing its financial responsibilities.

CRAIG COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION – Millie Stevens reported that the new Technology Center, located in the lower level of the Tribal Hall, is hoping to be in operation near Christmas. The center is planned to serve all of POW’s communities. The teleconferencing equipment will be state-of-the-art.

POW Chamber of Commerce – Bill Altland told the group that the Chamber Board had requested an update on what POWHAC is working on.

 

 

POWHAC’s next regular meeting will be Tuesday, December 9, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POWHAC)

October 14, 2003 Minutes
 
ROLL CALL 
 

All Committee members were present: Bill Altland, Scott Brookshire; Viola Burgess; Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Dick McGrath; Elaine Price; Jim See; Bob Trotter; Doug Veit; Colleen Watson. 
 

Guests: Jay Badagliacca; Jon Bolling; Mike Brown; Paul Coffey; Mark Gorman; Gwen Hamilton; Marsha Johansen; Jay Marble; Howard Marshall; Don Prochaska; Millie Stevens; Kurt Welser; Deneise Weyhmiller. 

 

MINUTES
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began shortly after 11:00 AM in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center.  Quorum was reached at 11:10.

 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

Minutes from the September meeting were approved.

 

NEW BUSINESS

 

Our two special guests, Mark Gorman of SEARHC, and Don Prochaska of Prochaska & Associates, each brought PowerPoint presentations.  

 

Mark presented details of the Frontier Extended Stay Clinic (FESC) concept, which is being “pioneered” in Alaska, so  the slide show had been prepared for a national audience.  Current legislation in regard to funding for “Critical Access Hospitals” (CAH) seems to be devolving instead of evolving, so SEARHC is trying to mold the FESC regulations to our needs on Prince of Wales Island.  In mid-November, work is to begin on the addition to ARMC, which will provide upgraded facilities for emergencies, including a higher level of laboratory services and two fully-equipped patient beds.  ARMC will have 14,000 sq. ft. when the renovation is completed.

 

Don’s presentation included proposed and preliminary architectural drawings of two ways to add even more treatment space and parking areas around the remodeled ARMC clinic.  Each could have sufficient room for Craig Clinic and other providers, such as Public Health and COHO, to move into, making up a Large Primary Clinic, where all people of our island would come for their regular care, as well as be treated for all levels of after-hours care.

 

During and after the well-designed presentations, we discussed questions.

 

What is a “Swing Bed”?  Refers to patient care within a hospital setting, but requiring skilled nursing instead of inpatient care.

 

What can we hope for in the future of healthcare here in POW?   We hope to get the “highest level of sustainable service,” aiming for facilities which will attract talented physicians and other professional providers, and to save lives through high-quality emergency services.  At the same time, we want to prevent “burn-out” stress caused by inadequate professional staffing.

 

Does putting ARMC and Craig Clinic close together mean they will compete with each other?   Our intent will be to provide choices for all patients, not to provide competition for providers. While competition in urban settings may bring down costs to patients, in  rural settings competition would weaken the system.  We must work together.  Ways the two systems will work together, when ARMC’s expansion is complete, may include the centralized lab and the extended care emergency center.

 

What will be the organizational structure of the Large Primary Care Clinic?  We don’t know yet.  That will be worked out as part of the next step after this current assessment process.  We would certainly expect that the communities, all other stakeholders, and their respective attorneys, will develop the master plan, forging out the necessary agreements and seeking the necessary funding sources.

 

 

POWHAC’s next regular meeting will be Tuesday, November 11, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POWHAC)

September 9, 2003 Minutes
 
ROLL CALL 
 

Members present: Richard McGrath; Marge Marshall; Scott Brookshire—represented by Kim Brookshire; Viola Burgess; Bob Trotter; Doug Veit; Colleen Watson. 
Members absent: Bill Altland (excused); Cindy Gamble (excused); Elaine Price; Jim See.

 

MINUTES
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began shortly after 12:00 noon in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center.  Quorum was reached at 12.35.

 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

Minutes from the June meeting were approved, and the July minutes were accepted, although they weren’t official because of the lack of a quorum.  No meeting was held in August, because the lack of quorum was known in advance.

 

Mark Minnillo was removed from the list of Committee members – his work schedule changed and he’s no longer able to attend meetings.  Thank you, Mark, for your willingness to serve!

 

The Chair and Secretary are preparing documentation for the City of Klawock to begin processing claims from POWHAC’s grant from the Denali Commission.

 

Chair McGrath has spoken by phone with both Don Prochaska and Mark Gorman of SEARHC, and both have agreed to be at our next meeting on October 14, either in person or on the phone.  Committee members and guests are urged to have questions ready for either Don or Mark, or both, as well as Dr. McGrath.  We’ve been discussing many ideas, and now it’s time for us to hear from the “major players,” as we progress toward a workable, sustainable plan for healthcare on our Island. 

 

We reviewed the intents of various studies and funding mechanisms.  Each source will fund for specific purposes, so as we look to the future, we can anticipate the need to apply to various organizations, such as the Rasmuson organization.

 

Publicity and Education
 
It is important that we continue publicizing what we are doing, so Chair McGrath plans to contact Don Prochaska, asking him to write a news release for Island News.  Ideally, it can be published prior to our next public meeting, which has not yet been scheduled.

 

Secretary Marshall believes a short article about “What is a hospital?” would be a good  topic, in view of the fact that most lay people have no idea about the differences between the types of facilities, e.g., “tertiary” as opposed to “critical access.”

 

Viola Burgess stressed that educating communities will be important to the success of our endeavors.

 

NETWORKING REPORTS: The only report for which we had time was Doug Veit’s from COHO.  He has written a report for our information.
 
Behavioral Health Landscape Changes Loom
 

With the State’s budget shortfall the primary focus of this new administration, there are some significant changes that are occurring and being proposed.

 

The most immediate change is that the two separate Divisions of Mental Health and Substance Abuse have been combined into one Division of Behavioral Health.  This merger will be complete in about 14 months.  But there have already been some staff consolidations in Juneau, and one director selected: Bill Hogan.  While perhaps new to Alaska, this change follows a national trend.  Indian Health Services (IHS) made the switch four years ago.

 

Of more immediate local concern are three ideas that are being seriously discussed and reviewed.  Portions of the changes are already in place.

 

· Instead of the typical 12 month contract with the State, ALL behavioral health providers in Alaska with a State contract were awarded only a 9 month contract.  The expectation is that financial savings will be in place and reflected in months 10-12.  
· IHS beneficiaries on Medicaid will be “encouraged” to receive services through a native health corporation.  IHS Medicaid is reimbursed to the State at 100%.   Any other provider only generates 60%.  There is absolutely no discussion or plan as to what “encouragement” will actually look like at this time.            

· Non- native health corporations will be encouraged to form contractual relationships with the local native health corporation to help capture that 100% reimbursement and perhaps to generate cost-savings through administrative reductions.  
· Likewise, the Department of Human and Social Services has met with the CEO’s of native health corporations to explore and encourage their interest in such contractual relationships.  
· But most dramatic of all is the suggested possibility of reducing the number of catchment areas in Alaska.  Currently there are about 35, and the State would like to reduce that to about 17.  For example: C.O.H.O.’s catchment area is all of POW, the outer islands and Meyers’ Chuck.  Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, and of course Metlakatla are their own catchment areas for State funded behavioral health services.  Except for Metlakatla (since it is a Reservation) it is possible that the other four catchment areas could simply be reduced to one: Southern SE.  The implication for local control and the actual distribution of funds is profound.  The State anticipates cost-savings by the reduction of what it sees as duplicative administrative overhead.

Prepared by Doug Veit, LCSW- President, The Rural Mental Health Association of Alaska
>>><<<

 

POW-HAC’s next regular meeting will be Tuesday, October 14, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.  Please plan for a 2-hour meeting.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary
 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POWHAC)

Special Meeting, July 21, 2003 – Revised Summary
 
Committee members present:  Dick McGrath, Chair; Marge Marshall, Secretary; Bill Altland; Scott Brookshire; Viola Burgess; Jim See; Doug Viet; Colleen Watson.  

Guests:  Consultant Don Prochaska; Mark Millard, Alaska Health Dept.; and POWHAC Past-chair Bill Spivey.

 

Community participants:

Howard Marshall, Klawock, Pastor of Prince of Peace Assembly

Alma Cook, Hydaburg


Jacqueline Dilts, Hydaburg

Mayor Steven H. Dilts, Sr., Hydaburg

Karen Jones, Craig

Carol Gray, Craig (COHO)

Cheryl Fifield, Klawock

Larry & Tuckie Dosser, Craig

City Administrator Jon Bolling, Craig and Chair, POW Community Advisory Council 

Sarah Altland, Craig, Whale Tail Pharmacy

Vicki Yockey, Craig

Jerry Curcio, Hydaburg School Superintendent

 

 

SUMMARY
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began shortly after 7:00 PM in the Craig Community Association Tribal Hall.   After the members of the Committee were introduced, Steve Dilts opened the meeting with prayer.  Then Chair McGrath introduced Mr. Don Prochaska, President of Prochaska & Associates, Omaha, Nebraska.

 

Don Prochaska opened his presentation by telling of his background in rural Nebraska, which has given him a good understanding of rural and remote health care.  Prochaska’s  first Alaska project was in Kodiak in 1991.  He believes that the long-term goal for the Prince of Wales Island community is to have a critical access unit, in order to help save lives and to assist in establishing a stable physician base.  

 

As to where we are now, in the short term, the POW community needs a “single campus” primary-care “hub” facility.  Recognizing that in healthcare, competition weakens and working together strengthens, Don pointed out that the Alicia Roberts Health Center (ARMC) in Klawock is an excellent facility which is worth about $3 million in 2003 dollars, so it makes sense to focus the island’s resources there.  Along with the hub facility, there will continue to be satellite units around the island, in Hydaburg, Thorne Bay, Kasaan, Coffman Cove, and so on.

 

The hub – a single integrated healthcare delivery system – would provide automatic backup for doctors and other providers, because it would be open 24/7 – around the clock.  The single campus would provide better technologies and more doctor interaction.  Don Prochaska pointed out that such things allow doctors to practice the type of medicine for which they were trained, and would thus provide an excellent tool for retaining doctors on POW.  In fact, we are already headed in that direction, because ARMC will soon have an Emergency Room holding facility – SEARHC has received a Denali grant for the remodeling project.

 

Several participants mentioned what is needed in the POW community: more doctors, dentists, physical therapists; health aides; mental health facilities; elder care; proper detention facilities.

 

Mark Millard explained that the Denali Commission (which is paying for the current assessment) funds “infrastructure” projects – He noted that communities that have completed the conceptual planning process may be eligible for funding from the Commission for outpatient primary care clinic buildings in its rural health facilities program. The Commission is not funding inpatient facilities under this program at this time. The conceptual planning process funded by the Commission has given communities the opportunity to broadly explore their health and social needs, however, currently building funding from the Denali Commission in the rural health facilities program is for assistance in building outpatient clinics only. The Commission asks for “business plans” which seek:

         Good community planning; 

         Services that are available to all in the community—an “open door policy.”

         Matching funding.

         Financial sustainability of the building operation and maintenance, and of the programs to be housed in the building.

 

Primary care services are defined to include both oral health and mental health services.

 

Several concepts were discussed in response to questions and comments.   

 

“Frontier Extended Stay Facility” (FESF) = newly-developing federal regulations which if adopted will allow a designated facility  to hold patients in emergency situations for a limited number of days. 

 

“Critical Access Hospital” (CAH) = A program which has allowed qualifying rural hospitals more flexibility in the staffing and services offered. The federal regulations for the CAH program allow regular hospitals to downsize to maintain their financial viability.
 

“Health Resources & Services Administration” (HRSA) = A branch of the US Department of Health and Human Services. The Bureau of Primary Health Care, one of the Bureaus of HRSA, administers the section 330 Community Health Center program, a program meant to assist people without health insurance by providing funding  to community health centers which are open to everyone. Fees for healthcare services are determined by the individual or family’s income, and grant funding is meant to assist the community health center offset the cost of providing health services to individuals that qualify for discounted services.  ARMC has received HRSA funding as a community health center and interested persons may call the Clinic at 755-4800 for information. 

 

The question was asked about what surgeries would be available if a POW Community Medical Center included a CAH.  Dr. McGrath answered to the effect that “minor major surgery” might be available. 

 

This meeting was the first public meeting for the island-wide healthcare services assessment project.  We hope to have several more meetings in September 2003; they will be held in other communities on POW.  Mayor Dilts invited the Committee and Don Prochaska to Hydaburg. 

 

Our thanks to Millie Stevens and CCA for the use of the Tribal Hall for this meeting!

 
POWHAC’s next regular meeting will be Tuesday, September 9, 2003.  (The August meeting was canceled).  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.  Guests are always welcome, and we value their opinions.
 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

 

Note:  There are a couple of internet sites which may be useful.  The Denali Commission at  www.denali.gov and HRSA at www.ask.hrsa.gov   SEARHC’s website at www.searhc.org has information on its 2003 Strategic Plan.  

 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POWHAC)

Special Meeting, July 21, 2003 – Summary
 
Committee members present:  Dick McGrath, Chair; Marge Marshall, Secretary; Bill Altland; Scott Brookshire; Viola Burgess; Jim See; Doug Viet; Colleen Watson.  

Guests:  Consultant Don Prochaska; Mark Millard, Alaska Health Dept.; and POWHAC Past-chair Bill Spivey.

 

Community participants:

Howard Marshall, Klawock, Pastor of Prince of Peace Assembly

Alma Cook, Hydaburg


Jacqueline Dilts, Hydaburg

Mayor Steven H. Dilts, Sr., Hydaburg

Karen Jones, Craig

Carol Gray, Craig (COHO)

Cheryl Fifield, Klawock

Larry & Tuckie Dosser, Craig

City Administrator Jon Bolling, Craig and Chair, POW Community Advisory Council 

Sarah Altland, Craig, Whale Tail Pharmacy

Vicki Yockey, Craig

Jerry Curcio, Hydaburg School Superintendent

 

 

SUMMARY
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began shortly after 7:00 PM in the Craig Community Association Tribal Hall.   After the members of the Committee were introduced, Steve Dilts opened the meeting with prayer.  Then Chair McGrath introduced Mr. Don Prochaska, President of Prochaska & Associates, Omaha, Nebraska.

 

Don Prochaska opened his presentation by telling of his background in rural Nebraska, which has given him a good understanding of rural and remote health care.  Prochaska’s  first Alaska project was in Kodiak in 1991.  He believes that the long-term goal for the Prince of Wales Island community is to have a critical access unit, in order to help save lives and to assist in establishing a stable physician base.  

 

As to where we are now, in the short term, the POW community needs a “single campus” primary-care “hub” facility.  Recognizing that in healthcare, competition weakens and working together strengthens, Don pointed out that the Alicia Roberts Health Center (ARMC) in Klawock is an excellent facility which is worth about $3 million in 2003 dollars, so it makes sense to focus the island’s resources there.  Along with the hub facility, there will continue to be satellite units around the island, in Hydaburg, Thorne Bay, Kasaan, Coffman Cove, and so on.

 

The hub – a single integrated healthcare delivery system – would provide automatic backup for doctors and other providers, because it would be open 24/7 – around the clock.  The single campus would provide better technologies and more doctor interaction.  Don Prochaska pointed out that such things allow doctors to practice the type of medicine for which they were trained, and would thus provide an excellent tool for retaining doctors on POW.  In fact, we are already headed in that direction, because ARMC will soon have an Emergency Room holding facility – SEARHC has received a Denali grant for the remodeling project.

 

Several participants mentioned what is needed in the POW community: more doctors, dentists, physical therapists; health aides; mental health facilities; elder care; proper detention facilities.

 

Mark Millard explained that the Denali Commission (which is paying for the current assessment) funds “infrastructure” projects as well – clinic buildings and so on.  The Commission asks for “business plans” which seek:

         Good planning; 

         A sense of “community ownership;” 

         Community enhancement; and 

         Financial sustainability.

 

Several concepts were discussed in response to questions and comments.   

 

“Frontier Extended Stay Facility” (FESF) = newly-developing federal regulations which allow a  facility with an emergency care unit to have a very few “overnight” beds.  

 

“Critical Access Hospital” (CAH) = the federal regulations for the CAH concept which allows regular hospitals to downsize to maintain their financial viability.  The regulations are considered by some officials to allow small rural clinics to upgrade their services by adding a few critical access beds.  

 

“Health Resources & Services Administration” (HRSA) = an older set of regulations meant to assist people without health insurance by providing funding for community treatment centers which are open to everyone, with fees determined by the individual’s or family’s income.  ARMC has received HRSA funding and interested persons may call the Clinic at 755-4800 for information. 

 

The question was asked about what surgeries would be available if a POW Community Medical Center included a CAH.  Dr. McGrath answered to the effect that “minor major surgery” might be available. 

 

This meeting was the first public meeting for the island-wide healthcare services assessment project.  We hope to have several more meetings in September 2003; they will be held in other communities on POW.  Mayor Dilts invited the Committee and Don Prochaska to Hydaburg. 

 

Our thanks to Millie Stevens and CCA for the use of the Tribal Hall for this meeting!

 
POWHAC’s next regular meeting will be Tuesday, August 12, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.  Guests are always welcome, and we value their opinions.
 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

 

Note:  There are a couple of internet sites which may be useful.  The Denali Commission at  www.denali.gov and HRSA at www.ask.hrsa.gov.    

 

 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POWHAC)

July 8, 2003 Minutes
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present: Richard McGrath; Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Viola Burgess; Elaine Price; Jim See; Colleen Watson.  
Members absent: Bill Altland (excused); Scott Brookshire; Mark Minnillo; Bob Trotter (excused); Doug Veit (excused).

Guests: Howard Marshall; Dr. Dave McCandless; Mark Millard (by phone); Deneise Weyhmiller. 
 
MINUTES
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began shortly after 12:00 noon in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center.  We didn’t have a Quorum, so we weren’t able to approve the June minutes. 

 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

Chair McGrath reported that he had sent copies of POWHAC’s contract with Prochaska & Associates to both Joel Neimeyer and Mark Millard for their files.  

 

Secretary Marshall will be on vacation and unable to attend the August 12 meeting; however, she will send out the usual reminder about the meeting.  Marge requested that the meeting be recorded so she can write the minutes.  Elaine Price volunteered to bring a tape recorder.  

 

Marge has a new e-mail address, mmarshal@spaciousskies.us, and the new internet locations of the Committee’s web pages are www.spaciousskies.us/local/POWHAC.html and www.spaciousskies.us/local/working.html.  

 

Dr. McCandless reported that the status of his visits to the north end of the island is in flux because of possible budget cuts at Wrangell Hospital.  Currently he comes over to Coffman Cove and Whale Pass on a 6-weeks to 6-months basis.  He is also the Southeast Regional EMS medical director.  He pointed out that there are heavy demands on the volunteer EMTs and they tend to drop out because of the lack of training and support.

 

Viola Burgess believes that EMTs should be given stipends of some sort, which would encourage them.  But that’s a budget problem for local governing bodies.  We discussed the fact that some schools have provided EMT training for high school students, which Boards of Education should consider.  Dr. McCandless said the state’s Worker’s Compensation laws apply to EMTs.  

 

Cindy Gamble asked Mark Millard if he had heard anything about the federal “Frontier Extended Stay” legislation.  She had heard it was making progress.  Mark replied that he’d heard it wasn’t making progress.  He will check with his contacts to see if he can learn more.  Dr. McGrath asked if an allocation for reimbursements will be included in the legislation.  Mark will check on that as well.

 

Richard McGrath asked Mark Millard about the 50% match in the design and construction phase of primary care facilities, which Mark had mentioned during our June meeting.  The reason for a match requirement is based on economic conditions.  Mark had said POW isn’t considered a distressed area, so Dr. McGrath wanted to know what was considered, the entire island or each community.  Mark replied that the criteria is listed on the Denali website, www.denali.gov.  Elaine Price pointed out that the information came from the 2000 census.  She says there is also criteria for a re-evaluation, which should be useful because economics here on the island have changed dramatically in the past three years.

 

Mark reminded us that there are other sources of funding, such as mental health.  Alaska also has the Rasmussen Foundation, which gives grants to help with matching funds.

 

Public Meeting
 
Our first public meeting is Monday, July 21, in Craig’s IRA building next to Wells Fargo Bank.  The time is 7:00 PM.  Don Prochaska will be there.  The purpose of the meeting is to gather information about needs and receive feedback from POW residents. 

 

While Prochaska is here, July 21-22, we want him to meet with key people in Naukati, Whale Pass, and Hydaburg.  We discussed how that could be done – float plane or vehicle.  Chair McGrath asked Mark Millard to check with Joel Neimeyer to see if chartering a plane would be an eligible expense under the terms of the Denali grant.

 

We will probably have further public meetings in September or October, because so many residents are on vacation, out fishing, and so on.  It’s our intent to have meetings in several outlying communities at that time.

 

NETWORKING REPORTS

 

Coffman Cove – Elaine Price requested a letter of support from POWHAC for their application to the Denali Commission for funding for their EMT base.

Craig Clinic – Dr. McGrath reported that new siding is being put on the building, paid for by a grant to the City of Craig by the Denali Commission.  Another doctor will be helping out for a month.

Craig Police – Chief See reports that problems seem to be coming in at a slower pace, but when they do come, they are more severe.  Budget cuts by the City of Craig may prevent them from sending out EMTs for additional training, as they are usually able to do. 

Hydaburg – Viola Burgess reported that the state budget cuts may result in the loss of the city’s VPSO, which is a concern.  They’re losing one of their key EMTs.

Meth Prevention – Deneise Weyhmiller reported that a team just returned from an all-expenses-paid training session with “Communities That Care.”  The session was available to only 100 people, and POW’s 5-member group won their seats from about 400 applicants.  The meetings were in Orlando FL.

Public Health – Colleen Watson reported that a high level of service continues in connection with tuberculosis surveillance – about 20 “positives” have been found thus far.  But their office is beginning to get back to “normal.”  

 

POW-HAC’s next regular meeting will be Tuesday, August 12, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

Hello, everyone:
 

A couple of revisions have been made, in "Public Health" and "Photographs."
 

Dr. Dave McCandless of Wrangell is planning to come to our July 8 meeting.  He's the doctor who comes to the north end of the island periodically.
 

Marge Marshall, Klawock
>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<
 

 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POWHAC)
June 10, 2003 Minutes (Revised)
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present: Richard McGrath; Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Bill Altland; Scott Brookshire; Viola Burgess; Elaine Price; Jim See; Bob Trotter; Colleen Watson.  
Members absent: Mark Minnillo (excused); Doug Veit (excused).

Guests: Mark Millard, Bill Sharpes, Bill Spivey.

 

MINUTES
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began shortly after 12:00 noon in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center.  Quorum was reached at 12:10.  Minutes of the May meeting were approved.

 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

Elaine Price reported that since she wasn’t able to attend the June meeting of the Community Advisory Council, she forwarded our Bylaws to Jon Bolling, the Chair of POWCAC.

 

Viola Burgess brought a copy of the floor plan of how the planned remodeling and expansion of Alicia Roberts Medical Clinic (ARMC) will look.  The emergency room portion will be added to the lake side of the clinic and will have two overnight beds.  Another addition will be at the opposite end of the current building.

 

Cindy Gamble pointed out that the SEARHC Board does region-wide planning, not specifically for ARMC.  She describes the interaction between ARMC and the other clinics and hospitals and the Board as “dynamic.”

 

We discussed the rumor being circulated that the City of Craig is lobbying federal and state offices about having a Critical Access Hospital (CAH).  This has reached the Denali Commission, as well as SEARHC administrators.  The City of Craig says they are not lobbying, and our best guess is that someone misunderstood the actions of this Committee (POWHAC), and reached the erroneous assumption that we represent the City of Craig.  Hopefully, the truth that we represent the whole island will also be circulated as “efficiently”!!!  Chief Jim See said the only grants Craig is pursuing are to help make up the funds they’ve already spent on the Clinic, and to make more improvements to the building.

 

At 12:30 a conference call was placed to Prochaska & Associates in Omaha.  It was an educational experience as Mark Millard and Don Prochaska did much of the talking, about the state of rural health services in Alaska and the need to stabilize medical services on POW.  As a Health Program Manager with the State of Alaska Division of Health, Mark is aware of both the state and federal agencies working towards trimming Medicaid and Medicare costs, which may have an effect on our planning.  Don pointed out that we will need to focus on the long-term, not just on short-term.  Our ultimate goal must be to save lives, as well as provide choice, not competition, to POW residents.  

 

Colleen Watson reminded everyone that any primary healthcare facility (or facilities) should be multi-disciplinary and include COHO, Public Health, and other similar agencies.  Don Prochaska agreed, pointing out that the best “economy of scale” would be reachable in that manner, which would limit duplication.

 

Public Meetings
 
All were in agreement that it’s time for public meetings so that we can let POW residents know what’s going on, and to hear their ideas and suggestions.  

 

Bill Spivey, physical therapist, has been working in Sitka and reported that they are going through a study process with consultants.  He noticed that residents there listened to the consultant more after the initial meeting, because much of it was spent letting people know the basic facts.  He recommended that Committee members first attend meetings in the communities where the public meetings will be held, so that residents can begin forming questions before the Consultant arrives.  Jim See suggested that members attend City Council meetings and speak to the officials.

 

Chair Dr. McGrath will arrange for the meetings, which will be held in Craig/Klawock, Hydaburg, Thorne Bay, and Naukati during the next 3-4 weeks.  Publicity will be in Island News and by e-mail.  Secretary Marge Marshall has e-mail addresses for many POW residents.  She can also make announcement posters as needed.

 

NETWORKING REPORTS

 

ARMC – Cindy Gamble reported that staff training is planned.  Temporary doctors will coming in for the summer.  Beginning this fall, the Diabetic Educator will be available to non-Natives because some HRSA funding is been added to the Indian Health funds.

Coffman Cove – Elaine Price reported that Wrangell Hospital is undergoing a budget study, and are considering that they may not be able to continue funding Dr. Dave McCandless’ periodic visits to the north end of POW. 

Craig Clinic – Dr. McGrath reported that the new x-ray is installed.

Craig Police – Chief See reports that they are training Forest Service people as to what to watch for in illegal methamphetamine laboratory activity.  Unfortunately, “business seems to be picking up.”

Pharmacy – Bill Altland of Whale Tail Pharmacy reported that he had stopped off in Anchorage, after filling in at the clinic in Barrow, and visited with a nurse at the Alaska Health Dept., and Joel Neimeyer of the Denali Commission.  Bill shared some of the comments with us.  

Public Health – Colleen Watson reports: We at public health and the other health care facilities are continuing to screen for TB.  The large community sweeps have been accomplished in Craig and Klawock.  TB surveillance continues on a smaller scale as all close contacts and the larger concentric circles of epidemiologic investigation have been screened.  Watch Island News for the full article on the TB sweep results.
Photographs – The secretary took photos during the conference call and they are on the Internet at www.spaciousskies.net/local/working.html
 

 

POW-HAC’s next regular meeting will be Tuesday, July 8, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POW-HAC)

May 13, 2003 Minutes

 
ROLL CALL 
Members present: Richard McGrath; Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Bill Altland; Viola Burgess; Elaine Price; Bob Trotter; Colleen Watson.  
Members absent: Scott Brookshire (excused); Mark Minnillo; Jim See (excused); Doug Veit.

Guests: Millie Stevens; Paul Coffey; Corrine Rago.

 

MINUTES
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began shortly after 12:00 noon in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center.  Quorum was reached at 12:15.  Minutes of the April meeting were approved.

 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

The Bylaws were presented for our consideration.  Elaine Price made the motion to adopt, and Bill Altland seconded the motion.  Approval was unanimous.  Chair Richard D. McGrath signed the official copy and Secretary Marjorie M. Marshall attested to his signature.  Copies will be sent to all Committee members, and a copy will be presented to the Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council (POWCAC) by Elaine Price.  

 

We discussed where we are in the Assessment process and agreed that it is time for public meetings, so that Prochaska & Associates can present their preliminary findings and get feedback from POW residents.  Chair McGrath will contact Don Prochaska about making the necessary arrangements.

 

Millie Stevens offered the Craig Community Center (IRA building) for one of the meetings, stating that we contact her about available dates. 

 

One of Prochaska’s Talking Points had mentioned the SEARHC Board’s long-term plans and we had expressed an interest in seeing them, so Viola Burgess will bring a copy to our next meeting.  She served on the Board before her retirement.  

 

NETWORKING REPORTS

 

ARMC – Cindy Gamble reported their hopes that their building expansion will start by August 1.  It will house the new emergency room, for which they received a grant from the Denali Commission.

Coffman Cove - Elaine Price reported that their March EMT class had 20 participants.  The foundation for the combination post office and clinic space is being built.  The clinic space will be for the use of visiting physicians.  She asked for a letter of support from POW-HAC, and Dr. McGrath said he would respond.

Craig Clinic – Dr. McGrath reported that the x-ray revamping includes upgrading the electrical input.  He was asked if the x-rays can be transmitted to consultants, and he replied that requires a “T-line.”  

Millie Stevens said the new tech center in the Craig IRA building may add T-line  capability and, if so, a co-user system might be feasible.

Meth Prevention Coalition – Marge Marshall reported that the Coalition had asked for a letter of support from POW-HAC as they apply for another year’s funding, and the Chair appointed her to write it.

Pharmacy – Bill Altland of Whale Tail Pharmacy has been appointed to the Board of the Alaska Pharmaceutical Association, and it was confirmed by the legislature.  

Public Health – Colleen Watson reported that TB tests in an ever-widening circle are being conducted, as the search continues for the person or persons who have active tuberculosis.  An epidemiologist may be brought in for a public meeting.  

 

Our guest, Corrine Rago, is with Cornerstone Hope Health.  She trains in-home care providers for “Consumer-directed Patient Care.”  She was very pleased with the interest she has found on POW – the best response she has seen yet.  The training is open to anyone, and payment is connected with Medicaid.  We were very happy to hear that even family members can receive pay for giving care, which is a new concept.  Contact information:

 

Corrine Rago  (907) 586-6838

Cornerstone Hope Health

3200 Hospital Dr  Suite 100

Juneau, AK 99801 

E-mail – crag@gci.net 

 

POW-HAC’s next meeting will be Tuesday, June 10, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POW-HAC)

April 8, 2003 Minutes

 
ROLL CALL 
Members present: Richard McGrath; Marge Marshall; Scott Brookshire; Jim See; Bob Trotter; Doug Viet; Colleen Watson.  
Members absent: Bill Altland (excused); Cindy Gamble (excused); Mark Minnillo; Elaine Price (excused); Bob Trotter (excused).  Appointed, but have not yet accepted by attendance or other notification: Viola Burgess; Adrian LeCornu; Barbara Richter.  

Guest: Carol Gray 

 

MINUTES
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began shortly after 12:00 noon in the Craig City Council Chambers, because the ARMC conference room was in use.  Quorum was reached at 12:20.  Minutes of the March meeting were approved.

 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

We completed our discussion of the second draft of our By-laws, and voted to place it on the May Agenda for approval by the Committee.

 

Chair McGrath reported that he has spoken with Prochaska & Associates, and Don Prochaska will return to POW at such time as he can get all players in the same room at the same time.

 

As we discussed the Assessment and our hopes that future healthcare services on POW would include a Critical Access Hospital, Colleen Watson suggested that our consultant seek to obtain zip code studies of hospital beds in both Ketchikan and Sitka, to help evaluate which patients could have been in CAH beds if we had them available. 

 

NETWORKING REPORTS

 

COHO – Doug Veit reported that our guest, Carol Gray, was here to interview for the third mental health counselor position.

Craig Clinic – Dr. McGrath said a doctor who already practices in Alaska is being interviewed.  The Clinic’s x-ray facilities will be upgraded in May, resulting in no x-ray services while that’s going on.

Dental – Dr. Brookshire reported that his dental office will be closed for four weeks, beginning Monday April 14.

Public Health – Colleen Watson reported that TB tests in a widening circle are being conducted because the number of positive results indicate that there may be at least one unidentified case of active TB – possibly in Craig.  Colleen brought us the news that Laura Roberts has left the PH staff and will be doing projects which require travel off the island.  We’ll miss Laura!

 

POW-HAC’s next “regular” meeting will be Tuesday, May 13, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POW-HAC)

March 11, 2003 Minutes

 
ROLL CALL 
Members present: Richard McGrath; Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Scott Brookshire; Jim See; Doug Viet.  
Members absent: Bill Altland; Cindy Edenfield (excused/resigned); Adrian LeCornu; Mark Minnillo; Elaine Price (excused); Bob Trotter (excused).  

Guests: Millie Stevens. 

 

MINUTES
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began shortly after 12:00 noon in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock.  Minutes of the February meeting were approved.

 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

Membership.  Cindy Edenfield of Thorne Bay resigned because she is unable to attend our meetings.  We now have three new members, bringing the voting member list to 14.  Welcome, Viola Burgess of Hydaburg, Barbara Richter of Naukati, and Colleen Watson of Hollis!

 

We completed our discussion of the first draft of our By-laws, and Scott Brookshire will bring the second draft to the April meeting.  As part of the process we agreed unanimously that 14 should be the maximum size of POW-HAC’s voting membership.  We believe a larger number would only serve to make our meetings longer and perhaps make it more difficult to reach a quorum each month.

 

Chair McGrath expressed disappointment in the fact that Prochaska & Associates have slowed on the Assessment, and asked for approval to contact them about making “significant progress.”  The approval was unanimous.

 

Chair McGrath will check with the City of Klawock to see if the Denali funds have been received.

 

NETWORKING REPORTS

 

COHO – Doug Veit reported that COHO is taking part in a triple-blind study of an anti-alcohol product, and that counselors are being trained for the project.

Publicity – Marge Marshall reported that she had made a brief report about our committee on February 27th to the Prince of Wales Island 2003 Economic Initiatives Meeting in the Craig.  The group seemed very interested.

 

POW-HAC’s next “regular” meeting will be Tuesday, April 8, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

 

 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POW-HAC)

February 11, 2003 Minutes

 
ROLL CALL 
Members present: Richard McGrath; Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Bill Altland; Scott Brookshire; Elaine Price; Jim See; Doug Viet.  
Members absent: Cindy Edenfield (excused); Adrian LeCornu; Mark Minnillo (excused); Bob Trotter.  

Guests: Paul Coffey; Colleen Watson; Deneise Weyhmiller.

 

Note: The Healthcare Advisory Committee meetings are open to any and all interested parties.  Community input is valued.  

 

MINUTES
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began at 12:00 noon in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock.  Minutes of the January meetings were approved.

 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

Chair McGrath presented the first installment of the billing from Prochaska & Associates, in the amount of $12,734.81.  It was unanimously approved.  Dr. McGrath will send copies of the bill to Joel Neimeyer of the Denali Commission and Mark Millard of the State Dept. of Health.  It will take some time to get the check written to Prochaska, because we’re under the umbrella of the City of Klawock, and the money must be transferred to them by Denali.

 

We discussed the assessment process and Chair McGrath reported that Prochaska plans to return to POW, hopefully just one more time.  They want to talk in person with the City of Craig, POWCAC, and SEARHC to get their feedback on the 36 Talking Points.  Then they will “jell” it all together.

 

Elaine Price (of Coffman Cove) suggested the consultants drive themselves to Whale Pass, Coffman Cove, and Port Protection to get a more complete idea of the distances and road conditions on the island.  

 

Doug Veit suggested that Prochaska might plan the trip as a stopover from Seattle to Anchorage, in connection with travel to Valdez or other place where they are working.  He noted that If someone on the island can help with the Alaska Airlines scheduling, it might save us money – rather than leave it in the hands of a travel agent in Omaha.

 

Scott Brookshire distributed copies of the draft by-laws, which he had taken from POWCAC’s.  We discussed about half of it, and will continue during our March meeting. 

 

Chair McGrath will check to see if POWCAC has approved the appointment of Colleen Watson to POW-HAC; Laura Roberts will be her alternate for voting purposes. 

 

Elaine Price is Coffman Cove’s representative to POWCAC, so she will report to them each time about our activities.   Chair McGrath requested that the secretary send a meeting reminder to Island News each month, as part of the process of informing POW residents of what is happening.

 

 

NETWORKING REPORTS

 

ARMC – Cindy Gamble reported that their current pharmacist likes POW so well she’s “hanging out her own shingle” and will do locum work.  So ARMC is looking for a new one.  Klawock Heenya has approved a 14-3c land transfer to SEARHC of the five acres directly behind the Clinic.

Coffman Cove – Elaine Price reported that the pad for their new clinic is in place.

COHO – Doug Veit reported that Lonnie Walters is now on the state alcohol board.  The “new” trailer is in place and is being prepared for COHO’s use.  It looks very favorable that they’ll find a third practitioner, for adolescents and children.

Craig Clinic – Dr. McGrath stated that they are interviewing doctors, and have hired a medical assistant.  Within the next 60-90 days, they’re expecting funds for new equipment.

Dental – Scott Brookshire reported that his office will be closed February 26 to March 9, because he will be off-island for continuing education.

Meth Prevention Project – Deneise Weyhmiller explained that the office is now open and staffed, in the Craig IRA Community Center.  Plans are in the development stage for Meth prevention training in nine POW towns – hopefully by summer.

Pharmacy – Bill Altland reported they now have an assistant who is a nurse.  He and Sarah will be off-island the end of February and the locum will be a pharmacist from Ketchikan.

Police – Chief Jim See reported that both problems and gossip peak during February.

Public Health – Colleen Watson reported that it is good to finally be fully staffed.

 

 

POW-HAC’s next “regular” meeting will be Tuesday, March 11, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POW-HAC)

January 7 and 14, 2003 Minutes

 
ROLL CALL – January 7
Members present: Richard McGrath; Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Bill Altland; Scott Brookshire; Elaine Price; Jim See; Bob Trotter; Doug Viet.  
Members absent: Mark Minnillo (excused); Cindy Edenfield; Adrian LeCornu.  

Guests: Laura Roberts; Colleen Watson; Deneise Weyhmiller.

 

Note: The Healthcare Advisory Committee meetings are open to any and all interested parties.  Community input is always welcome.  

 

MINUTES
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began at 11:30 PM in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock.

 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

Digital camera. Chair McGrath requested that someone who has a digital camera would bring it to the February meeting so that a photograph of POW-HAC at work can be sent to Island News with a brief article about the island-wide health care assessment.

 

By-laws. The question arose concerning the discussion of By-laws during the September meeting.  The subcommittee is to forward the notes to Secretary Marge Marshall for distribution to the committee prior to the February 11 meeting, because we want to discuss them during that session.  Issues to be considered will include the optimal number of voting members and procedures for vacating positions during the year.

 

Membership.  Letters were received by Chair McGrath from Barbara Rictor of Naukati and a joint letter from Laura Roberts and Colleen Watson stating they are interested in sharing a voting position.  The decision was tabled for consideration as part of the development of the By-laws. 

 

NETWORKING REPORTS

 

Craig Clinic.  Dr. McGrath reported they are looking for a new nurse.

COHO.  Doug Veit said they’re getting a new trailer for additional space.  Still trying to find a third practitioner.

Public Health.  Laura and Colleen reported that Ann Haisser is the newest Public Health Nurse.

Pharmacy and Dental.  Bill Altland and Scott Brookshire respectively reported that nothing new is going on.

Meth Task Force.  Deneise reported that the group has received a large grant.  They’re in the interviewing process for staff members, who will have an office in the Craig tribal hall.

 

TALKING POINTS

 

Our consultants, Prochaska and Associates in Omaha, were on the phone from about noon to 1:30.  We discussed in detail Talking Points 1-21 with Don Prochaska and Steve Riley and among ourselves.  

 

Next Meeting.  We will meet again at 11:30 on Tuesday, January 14, to resume the discussion.

 

 

ROLL CALL – January 14
Members present: Richard McGrath; Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Bill Altland; Scott Brookshire; Mark Minnillo; Elaine Price; Jim See; Bob Trotter; Doug Viet.  
Members absent: Scott Brookshire (excused); Cindy Edenfield; Adrian LeCornu.  

Guests: Jon Bolling; Karen Marquardt (Southeast Senior Services); Viola Morrison; Colleen Watson.

 

TALKING POINTS
 
Our consultants, Prochaska and Associates in Omaha, were on the phone from about 11:30 to 1:45.  We resumed discussing in detail Talking Points 21-36 with Don Prochaska and Steve Riley and among ourselves.  

 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT
 
Now that Prochaska has heard from POWHAC, they will go through the Talking Points with SEARHC (Mark Gorman) and the City of Craig (Tom Briggs) to get commitment from key management.  Then Don and Steve will revise the Talking Points and bring them back to POWHAC as ideas for POW citizens to react to in a couple of public forums.

 

 

POW-HAC’s next “regular” meeting will be Tuesday, February 11, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

 

 

 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POW-HAC)
January 7 and 14, 2003 Minutes

 
ROLL CALL – January 7
Members present: Richard McGrath; Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Bill Altland; Scott Brookshire; Elaine Price; Jim See; Bob Trotter; Doug Viet.  
Members absent: Mark Minnillo (excused); Cindy Edenfield; Adrian LeCornu.  

Guests: Laura Roberts; Colleen Watson; Deneise Weyhmiller.

 

Note: The Healthcare Advisory Committee meetings are open to any and all interested parties.  Community input is always welcome.  

 

MINUTES
 
Dr. McGrath chaired the meeting, which began at 11:30 PM in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock.

 

REGULAR BUSINESS

 

Digital camera. Chair McGrath requested that someone who has a digital camera would bring it to the February meeting so that a photograph of POW-HAC at work can be sent to Island News with a brief article about the island-wide health care assessment.

 

By-laws. The question arose concerning the discussion of By-laws during the September meeting.  The subcommittee is to forward the notes to Secretary Marge Marshall for distribution to the committee prior to the February 11 meeting, because we want to discuss them during that session.  Issues to be considered will include the optimal number of voting members and procedures for vacating positions during the year.

 

Membership.  Letters were received by Chair McGrath from Barbara Rictor of Naukati and a joint letter from Laura Roberts and Colleen Watson stating they are interested in sharing a voting position.  The decision was tabled for consideration as part of the development of the By-laws. 

 

NETWORKING REPORTS

 

Craig Clinic.  Dr. McGrath reported they are looking for a new nurse.

COHO.  Doug Veit said they’re getting a new trailer for additional space.  Still trying to find a third practitioner.

Public Health.  Laura and Colleen reported that Ann Haisser is the newest Public Health Nurse.

Pharmacy and Dental.  Bill Altland and Scott Brookshire respectively reported that nothing new is going on.

Meth Task Force.  Deneise reported that the group has received a large grant.  They’re in the interviewing process for staff members, who will have an office in the Craig tribal hall.

 

TALKING POINTS

 

Our consultants, Prochaska and Associates in Omaha, were on the phone from about noon to 1:30.  We discussed in detail Talking Points 1-21 with Don Prochaska and Steve Riley and among ourselves.  

 

Next Meeting.  We will meet again at 11:30 on Tuesday, January 14, to resume the discussion.

 

 

ROLL CALL – January 14
Members present: Richard McGrath; Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Bill Altland; Scott Brookshire; Mark Minnillo; Elaine Price; Jim See; Bob Trotter; Doug Viet.  
Members absent: Scott Brookshire (excused); Cindy Edenfield; Adrian LeCornu.  

Guests: Jon Bolling; Karen Marquardt (Southeast Senior Services); Viola Morrison; Colleen Watson.

 

TALKING POINTS
 
Our consultants, Prochaska and Associates in Omaha, were on the phone from about 11:30 to 1:45.  We resumed discussing in detail Talking Points 21-36 with Don Prochaska and Steve Riley and among ourselves.  

 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT
 
Now that Prochaska has heard from POWHAC, they will go through the Talking Points with SEARHC (Mark Gorman) and the City of Craig (Tom Briggs) to get commitment from key management.  Then Don and Steve will revise the Talking Points and bring them back to POWHAC as ideas for POW citizens to react to in a couple of public forums.

 

 

POW-HAC’s next “regular” meeting will be Tuesday, February 11, 2003.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

 

 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POW-HAC)

December 10, 2002 Minutes
 

ROLL CALL

Members present: Cindy Gamble; Marge Marshall; Bill Altland; Scott Brookshire; Richard McGrath; Mark Minnillo; Elaine Price; Jim See; Bob Trotter.  

Members absent: Cindy Edenfield; Adrian LeCornu; Doug Veit.  

Guests: Jon Bolling; Colleen Watson.

 

Cindy Gamble chaired the meeting, which was held at 12:00 PM in the conference room of Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock.

 

Jon Bolling, representing the Community Advisory Council (POW CAC), announced that there are 12 voting members on the 2002-2003 POW-HAC roster.  They are listed above.  

 

The Healthcare Advisory Committee meetings are open to any and all interested parties, and community input is always welcome.  

 

Election of officers:  Cindy first asked who would be interested, then accepted nominations.  Marge and Colleen acted as tellers.

 

Chair  Richard McGrath elected. 

Vice-chair  Nominees, Scott Brookshire and Cindy Gamble.  Cindy elected.

Secretary  Marge Marshall elected.

 

Networking Reports:

 

Dental – Scott reported nothing new, just “drilling and filling.”

Craig Clinic – Dr. McGrath reported that the Clinic will close Christmas through New Year’s day.  He’ll send a memo to Cindy so ARMC can cover daytime emergencies. 

Mark Minnillo asked for direction about the kinds of reports he can bring from Thorne Bay.

Chief Jim See reported on the “drug busts” they are doing, and that they brought in federal law enforcement agencies because those penalties are stronger than the state provides.  Cindy expressed POW-HAC’s appreciation for the efforts.

Cindy Gamble reported that Deneise Weyhmiller of ARMC was in Washington DC training in connection with POW’s Meth Task Force.

Public Health – Colleen Watson reported that Alaska PH is gearing up for smallpox vaccinations if such action is required.  She and Laura Roberts are now sharing a position, so Craig PH is interviewing for another nurse. 

Bob Trotter reported that ARMC is working towards getting another permanent doctor on staff.  Also in the works is a new colonoscopy program.

Elaine Price reported that Coffman Cove is working on a new clinic facility.

 

Our consultants, Prochaska and Associates, called from Omaha at 12:30, so the elections and the reports were spaced before and after the phone call.  Dr. McGrath asked Don Prochaska to briefly go over the process for our new members, and Don did so.  

 

Mr. Prochaska said that he and Steve Riley had condensed the material they’ve gathered in “36 Talking Points.”  He asked that we set up a two-hour block of time for a telephone conference with them.  The work meeting will be on Tuesday, January 7, 2003 – 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM – in the ARMC conference room.  All interested persons are urged to attend.
 
POW-HAC’s next “regular” meeting will be Tuesday, December 10, 2002.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POW-HAC)

November 12, 2002 Minutes
 

Roll Call: Spivey-absent; Gamble; Marshall; Altland-absent; McGrath; Peterson-absent; See-absent; Veit; Brookshire; Trotter.  Guests: Paul Coffey, Cheryl Fifield, Millie Stevens, Dr. Cory Myers (ARMC), Karen Marquardt (SE Senior Services), Linda Pendleton, Jon Bolling.  Special guests: Don Prochaska and Steve Riley, Prochaska & Associates, Omaha, Nebraska, our consultants. 

 

Cindy Gamble chaired the meeting, which was held at 7:00 PM in the chambers of Craig City Council.  

 

Two items of ordinary business were discussed:  

 

(1)   It’s time to renew membership in our Committee, which is a subcommittee of the Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council (POW-CAC).  Jon Bolling requested that each member send him a short note requesting that we be re-appointed for another year.  Jon will also put a notice in Island News, seeking additional members from other parts of our Island.  Dr. McGrath mentioned that we’re not interested in making any dramatic changes in the Committee, because we’re in the midst of our island-wide assessment of healthcare needs by Prochaska & Associates.  Karen Marquardt mentioned that pastors from the outlying areas might be helpful in getting information to and from our committee.

(2)   The study of possible by-laws for POW-HAC will be continued into January.

 

The remainder of the meeting was handled by Don Prochaska.  He said this will not be their only visit, and that Steve Riley will be the person working with us.  

 

Don stated that the project is a “needs assessment slanted towards facilities.”  Their approach is “customer centered” with patients being the customer:  What is the customer willing to “buy” here on Prince of Wales Island?  Prochaska’s methodology is flexible, and features “in-depth listening.”  They want to see what “we” see, because each community is unique.  What do we have?  What are the holes in the net?  

 

POW-HAC’s role is to give guidance, suggestions, and opinions, as is the role of each concerned organization and any and all island residents.  In addition to looking at what we now have, our consultants also need to hear about what is currently being planned and what is anticipated.

 

Millie Stevens, a member of the SEARHC board, explained that their strategic planning includes an extended care/skilled nursing/assisted living unit.

 

Karen Marquardt mentioned the need for Long Term Care facilities, particular ones that care for patients with dementia.

 

Linda Pendleton hopes that chemotherapy can be made available on POW.

 

We briefly discussed the economic development aspects of island healthcare facilities, because the dollars are being spent now, but much of it not here.  More facilities will also provide more employment opportunities for residents.

 

Mr. Prochaska believes that conceptually they will probably discuss a central campus, being aware of the differentials among the chief healthcare players involved.  He described it in terms of a medical mall with the tenants varying from time to time.  He also used the term “mother ship,” which would have satellites (that is, smaller clinics in some island communities).  The two types of central facilities which will be discussed are known as a “Critical Access Hospital” and a “Frontier Extended Stay (Right-Sized) Acute Care Facility.”

 

We will all work on unification strategies, which Prochaska knows is a sensitive issue.  Each group must be autonomous, but bridges can be built between them.  Very recently there was a wreck near Craig with many being injured, and all players worked efficiently together, ignoring their differences.  This illustrated that seriously ill and injured patients do not necessarily care who gives them the help they need, just so they get it! 

 

Please feel free to contact the Prochaska company:

 





Steven A. Riley AIA

Prochaska & Associates

11317 Chicago Circle

Omaha, Nebraska 68154-2633

(402) 334-0755

Fax: 402-334-0868

E-mail: prochaska@earthlink.net

 

 

POW-HAC’s next meeting will be Tuesday, December 10, 2002.  It will be at noon in the conference room at Alicia Roberts Medical Center (ARMC) in Klawock, unless an announcement is made to the contrary.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Marge Marshall

Secretary

 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee

Minutes, June 11, 2002

Roll Call:  Spivey—absent; Gamble; Marshall; Altland; McGrath; Peterson—absent; See; Veit.  Guests: Laura Roberts; Colleen Watson; Deneise Weyhmiller; Ken Brewer, President of SEARHC; Millie Stevens; Mark Gorman, Vice President, Community Health Services/SEARHC; David Vastola, Medical Director, SEARHC Rural Clinics; Jon Bolling, City of Craig and Chair of POW-CAC.

Cindy Gamble, Vice-chair, conducted the meeting in the absence of Chair Bill Spivey.

Approval of May 15, 2002 Minutes

Adoption of Agenda

Continuing Business:

1. Community Support/Discussion/Health Issues

· Millie Stevens reported that the four POW tribes are hiring a Wellness Coordinator for the Island.  His headquarters are at the Klawock IRA office.

· Secretary Marge Marshall reported that all the members of the Rural Health Conference were contacted by e-mail about our committee, and we received several favorable replies.

2. Health Care Needs Assessment Update – see New Business 

3. Status of Health Care on Prince of Wales Island

ARMC/SEARHC – Cindy Gamble reported they have received the Denali grant to remodel their facilities.  A Native Wellness seminar is taking place June 20-23.  PA Kurt Welser is seeing patients in Kasaan on Mondays and in Thorne Bay on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. 

Craig Clinic – Dr. McGrath reported that the collaborative effort in Thorne Bay is going well.  

North Island Clinics – Wrangle Hospital is applying for a 303 Grant, mentioning the north POW clinics.

Thorne Bay clinic – as mentioned above, things are going well.

COHO – they are working on getting a third mental health clinician

Public Health – the current family planning nurse-practitioner didn’t renew her contract, so PH is searching for a new contractor for itinerant work.  

The WISH people hope to get a domestic violence program started on POW.

Dental Clinics – no report

Pharmacy – Bill Altland reported that the after-hours collaboration between Whale Tail Pharmacy and the ARMC Pharmacy is working well.  Whale Tail is working on getting a pharmacy intern, hoping to expose him/her to rural Alaska and POW, so sharing with SEARHC might be possible. 

The diabetic education and support group might be a good place for the intern to begin.

Physical Therapy – no report

Wellness – Deneise Weyhmiller reported on the POW Meth Task Force.  They are applying for a large grant to assist them.  It is due in mid-July.

“Huffing” seems to be a growing substance abuse problem on POW.  Deneise brought in three aerosol containers she had found along roadsides as she traveled to Hydaburg.

Emergency Medical Services – no report

New Business:  

We received information from the Denali Commission, which was referred to our Healthcare Needs Assessment Committee, Cindy Gamble, Richard McGrath, Jim See, and Cheryl Fifield.  They will study the documents, then contact the Commission for some guidance about dates.

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, July 9, 2002

Respectfully submitted,

Marge Marshall

 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee

Minutes, May 15, 2002 

Roll Call:  Spivey, Gamble, Marshall, Altland, McGrath, Peterson--absent, See, Veit, Welser--absent.  Guests: Laura Roberts, Jon Bolling, Deneise Weyhmiller, Scott Brookshire, Bob Trotter.

Approval of April 9th minutes

Adoption of Agenda

POW-HAC membership issues

Member Kurt Welser is unable to attend meetings, because as an ARMC PA, he is on duty at the Thorne Bay clinic on Tuesdays.  He suggested that he be replaced by someone who is able to attend.  His resignation was accepted, so now we have eight voting members.

Bill Peratrovich of Klawock is interested in becoming a member, and Chair Spivey will contact POW-CAC about an appointment.

Continuing Business:

4. Community Support/Discussion/Health Issues

Diabetes education is an important need on POW.  SEARHC has an educator on staff, but she is paid with Indian Health funds, so is only available to beneficiaries.  However, the new Wise Woman program, under SEARHC, has helpful components and is available to any woman who meets income guidelines, per Deneise Weyhmiller.  As needed, established ARMC patients can see the SEARHC nutritionist.

Cindy Gamble of SEARHC (ARMC) pointed out another Island need is for a facility to handle instances of substance abuse and potential suicides, which are not medical emergencies, but are currently handled as such because nothing else is available.  “Baby-sitting” is not a good use of the providers on call.  Dr. McGrath, medical director of Craig Clinic, agreed, because it was a contributing factor to the “burn out” of doctors who had worked at Seaview Clinic, resulting in the closing of Seaview and the subsequent takeover by the City of Craig. 

5. Health Care Needs Assessment Update – the subcommittee is waiting to hear from the Denali Commission about the required process for the expenditure of funds.

6. Status of Health Care on Prince of Wales Island

a. ARMC/SEARHC – the All Native Unity and Wellness Conference will be held in June.  

b. Craig Clinic – no changes to report

c. North Island Clinics – no changes to report

d. Thorne Bay clinic – the sharing between Craig Clinic and ARMC is going well

e. COHO – Doug Veit says the question arises about people being able to consult with psychiatrist Dr. Snow.  The answer is that they must become COHO clients in order to see her. 

There will be a state mental health board meeting in Ketchikan in June, and as part of it, some MH people will be on POW on June 15.  For information, contact Doug at 826-3662.

f. Public Health – nothing new to report 

g. Dental Clinics

Dr. Brookshire reports that his clinic is growing, with the addition of patients from Dr. McKim’s closed practice.

h. Pharmacy

Bill Altland reported that the ARMC pharmacy and Whale Tail Pharmacy are cooperating for the May 17-18 Healthfair.

Pharmacist Sarah Altland will be getting some diabetic training, and will be able to assist in diabetic education. 

Whale Tail is in the process of getting software to work after hours by e-mail.  They want to be able to collaborate with Public Health and, if desired, with ARMC.

i. Physical Therapy – Bill Spivey reported that he will have information at the Healthfair about PT as well as about POW-HAC.

j. Recreation/Wellness – Healthfair and Bike Rodeo, Craig High School, May 17-18

k. Emergency Medical Services – no changes to report

New Business:  

Bill Altland was able to attend the Rural Health Conference in Anchorage in April.  He reported what he learned, and gave Chair Spivey the information.  In addition, he provided a list of contacts and resource people, suggesting that POW-HAC contact them by e-mail.

Open Discussion and Hearing from the Public:

Jon Bolling commented that City of Craig is applying to the Denali Commission for siding for the Craig Clinic building, and he brought along a copy of the application so any interested person could make a copy if desired.  

Bill Spivey, Chair, asked Cindy Gamble if the committee could acquire a copy of the SEARHC construction proposal and she told us she would not be able to get it.

ARMC PA Bob Trotter mentioned another Island need is to have EMT-trained people about the new ferry, the Prince of Wales.  A defibrillator is also needed for the ship.

Deneise Weyhmiller reported that the POW Meth Task Force is providing education about the dangers of Meth.  They will have a booth at the Healthfair. 

Next Meeting:  June 11, 2002

Respectfully submitted,

Marge Marshall 

Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee (POW-HAC)

Minutes -- April 9, 2002*

Attendance.  Present: Spivey, Gamble, Marshall, Peterson, Veit; excused: Altland, McGrath See, Welser.  Visitors: Scott Brookshire, Chanda Kewalramani (“Dr. K”), Laura Roberts, Colleen Watson.

No exceptions to the February minutes, so they stand as written.  

Adoption of Agenda, after moving “New Business” to the top.

New Business:  

Membership

We welcomed Richard Peterson of Kasaan as our newest member.  He represents both the City of Kasaan and the Kasaan IRA.  

Committee member Dr. John McKim is leaving Prince of Wales, so his seat will need to be filled.  Chair Bill Spivey will request POW-CAC to consider appointing someone who resides outside the Craig-Klawock area, if possible.  Our consensus is that consideration be given by POW-CAC to appoint alternates for members who may experience difficulties in attending our meetings.  We discussed tele-conferencing, but at present we have no budget for the costs.  We also discussed trying to locate funding so that we could have a budget.  A “grant station” is available on the Internet, which we will try to find a way to access.

Grant Request Approved by Denali Commission 

Chair Bill Spivey presented a letter from the Denali Commission which stated, “The Prince of Wales Healthcare Advisory Committee is approved for funding up to $100,000 for conceptual planning for health care and facilities on Prince of Wales Island.”  The announcement was received with great pleasure by the POW-HAC members and guests!   Bill expressed his appreciation to everyone who worked on the grant application.  A copy of the entire application (more than 125 pages) was made available to anyone who wanted to photocopy it.  The “official copy” is now in the possession of the secretary, Marge Marshall.  

Healthcare Needs Assessment Update

The next step for POW-HAC is in the hands of our “Island-wide Needs Assessment” Subcommittee, consisting of Richard McGrath (Craig Clinic), Cindy Gamble (ARMC), Jim See (Chief, Craig Police), and Doug Viet (COHO), with Bill Spivey ex officio.  They will check with Joel Neimeyer of the Denali Commission to see if the Commission will require a “nationwide search” for companies desiring to bid on our Needs Assessment, which includes the requirement that the contractor develop a plan of action.   If the wider search is necessary, we will do it.  If not, we will probably proceed with the best company we have found so far, Prochaska & Associates of Omaha, NE.

Continuing Business:

Community Support and Discussion about Health Issues

We recognize the importance of communicating our presence and purpose to the POW community.  Healthcare is of vital importance to everyone on the Island, and it’s also an important piece of economic development.  Therefore, Bill Spivey will contact Island News and possibly Ketchikan Daily News about our receipt of the grant, giving credit to all those who had a part in putting the application together and getting it to Denali by the deadline.  In addition, we will send Jon Bolling of POW-CAC a copy of our minutes and list of contacts to include with the monthly POW-CAC members’ packet. 

A Methamphetamine Task Force for POW has begun.  They would like to have one of our committee members attend their meetings, but unfortunately they meet at the same time POW-HAC meets.  Bill Spivey will stay in contact with their leaders.

An Assisted Living Workshop took place recently; it was a training session for rural Alaska.  We hope to have a report about it from Community Connections for the May meeting.

Status of Healthcare on Prince of Wales Island

An important part of POW-HAC meetings is the informal discussion of what is going on around the Island.  Bill Spivey asked that all interested parties should feel free to send him information any time they will be unable to attend a meeting.  His e-mail address is iteach@aptalaska.net
l. ARMC/SEARHC – Cindy Gamble reported they are receiving a grant from Denali for remodeling ARMC, including a covered area for ambulances.  

She pointed out that, because there is no tower, a need exists for funding the cleaning of the airport runway and establishing an FAA-approved contact for safety issues when emergency fixed-wing med-evacs are needed in bad weather situations.  Bill Spivey requested that Cindy provide him with the criteria so that he can get the information to POW-CAC.

m. Craig Clinic – Dr. K has a short-term contract, and has extended it another month.  She works in Craig and Thorne Bay.

n. North Island Clinics – Nothing new at this time from Coffman Cove, Point Baker, Port Protection and Whale Pass.  Their services are provided by Wrangell Medical Center.

o. Thorne Bay – Staff members from Craig Clinic are there twice a week, and PA Kurt Welser of ARMC is there three days a week.  

p. COHO – Doug Viet reminded us that the Inter-agency meeting (brown-bag) is in their offices at noon on the first Tuesday of each month.  All are welcome.  It is an excellent method of exchanging information.

q. Public Health – Nurses Laura Roberts and Colleen Watson work out of the Public Health Center in Craig; Laura goes to Hydaburg and Naukati, and Colleen goes to Thorne Bay (there’s a fully-equipped clinic there), and a few times a year to Whale Pass and Hollis.  2-4 days a week there are social services at the Craig Center, such as family planning, annual exams; Eileen Small of Ketchikan is a provider. 

r. Dental Clinics – Spruce Street Clinic under Dr. McKim is closed.  Dr. Brookshire will move there.  At ARMC, the dental clinic space will be remodeled.

s. Pharmacy – At ARMC, the pharmacy may get some more space during the remodeling process. Bill Altland was filling in at Wal-mart in Ketchikan, so no report was available from Whale Tail Pharmacy.  

t. Physical Therapy – Bill Spivey reported that Kelly Moore of Ketchikan, a children’s physical therapist, will be coming to SE Island Schools periodically.  This is a welcome addition to services on POW.

u. Recreation/Wellness – The two wellness fairs by ARMC (March 1-2) in Hydaburg and Klawock were successes.  A Healthfair is scheduled for May 18-19 in Craig.  Volunteers should contact Victoria Merritt at 826-2575.

v. Emergency Medical Services -- A new ambulance under the Code Blue grant will eventually arrive in Thorne Bay.  The Code Blue grant will also bring better EMS radio transmissions to POW.

Next Meeting:  May 14, 2002

Adjournment

Respectfully submitted,

Marge Marshall

Greetings from the Healthcare Advisory Committee of Prince of Wales Island in Southeast Alaska!  We’re known as POW-HAC.  One of our members, Bill Altland, attended the Alaska Rural Health Conference in Anchorage – you may remember meeting him.  He asked that we contact you to let you know about our committee.  
 

POW-HAC exists as a subcommittee of the Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council (POW-CAC), which serves in a quasi-borough capacity for the Island.  The idea for our committee came from a study made in October 2000 by the Alaska Primary Care Association and the Alaska Center for Rural Health, and our goals are taken from that study.  
 

The mission of POW-HAC is to support the development and enhancement of healthcare services for all people of Prince of Wales Island.  Our goals include:
1. Acting as the recognized organization for the planning and development of healthcare services for the Island; 
2. Educating individuals and groups about healthcare needs on the Island; 
3. Communicating with legislators, municipalities and other community groups; 
4. Identifying specific needs and exploring opportunities for meeting those needs; 
5. Advocating for and guiding the development and establishment of an integrated Island-wide healthcare delivery system; 
6. Identifying sources of funding for healthcare; and 
7. Developing consensus on Island-wide issues.
 

At present, we have eight people appointed to POW-HAC, and two more appointments are pending action by POW-CAC.  In addition several other interested people attend regularly, such as our local Public Health Nurses.  The eight members are:
 

Bill Altland, a pharmacist at Whale Tail Pharmacy.

Cindy Gamble, healthcare administrator at SEARHC.

Marge Marshall, retired employee benefit manager; web designer.

Richard McGrath, medical director of Craig Clinic.

Richard Peterson, mayor, City of Kasaan and president of their Native organization.

Jim See, Craig police chief.

Bill Spivey, physical therapist; Taekwondo and fitness instructor.

Doug Viet, mental health specialist with COHO (Communities Organized for Health Options).

 

We have a website at www.spaciousskies.net/local/POWHAC.html.  Attached is the current Contact list for our monthly meetings.  It is in Excel format.

 

On behalf of POW-HAC, 
Marge Marshall, secretary

