The Alaska DOT&PF is now selecting a Design-Build Team to engineer and construct the Akutan Airport. An RFQ was issued on August 22, 2008, and responses from six interested firms were timely submitted by October 1, 2008.  After evaluation of the SOQ’s, shortlisted teams will be given RFP’s. Tentatively, proposals will be due around the end of January 2009. Mobilization and construction will start in late spring 2009. The Akutan Airport Project has a completed and approved Environmental Assessment and Record of Decision. Permits are nearly all in place, including an IHA permit. ADOT&PF’s drilling crew has completed their fieldwork and the results of the drilling and geophysical survey are in progress. Right-of-Way mapping has been completed by ADOT&PF, and the representatives of the City of Akutan and the Right-of-Way Division are meeting on a scheduled basis to resolve those issues. The City of Akutan, the Aleutians East Borough, and ADOT&PF are currently in the process of updating and renegotiating a Co-Sponsorship Agreement for the purpose of formally establishing responsibilities, participation, and concurrence. The City of Akutan and the Akutan Village Corporation are concluding a 14(c)(3) land conveyance to transfer ownership of land necessary for development of the airport, including the marine link docking areas. The City is also in the process of finalizing an annexation petition to present to the State of Alaska Local Boundary Commission in early 2009. 

As part of a separate due diligence study, the City  recently contracted with Glosten & Associates to review existing wave and tide data in the vicinity Surf Bay on Akun Island to determine whether or not a fixed hull rather than a hovercraft vessel could transit between Akutan and Akun Islands, offloading in the north Surf Bay region. The purpose of this study is to have available an alternative marine connection in the event that use of a hovercraft proves impractical or beyond the City’s financial resources.  Glosten’s work on the first phase of this study has been completed; the City and Borough are in the process of contracting w/ Glosten to do additional fieldwork and in-depth review of  Surf Bay landing sites and hulled vessel alternatives to conclude this study. Glosten’s work should be completed within the next three months. 

