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 Denali Training Fund 
Quarterly Progress Report
Funds for this project are provided by the USDOL and the Denali Commission.

	Name of Organization:  University of Alaska 

	Name of Project:            Rural Allied Health Training Project 
Reporting Period:          Second Quarter: October - December

	Contact Person:              Jan Harris/Sheila Soule

	Contact Number:  907-786-4595  Email Address:  anjch1@uaa.alaska.edu

	Expenditures to date:           No financials until PA is authorized and account brought current


Certification:  I certify that the information in this report is current, correct and true and in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement.
 
Signed by:_____________________________Dated_________________________
Jan Harris, Vice Provost for Health Programs, Office of Academic Affairs, UAA / Project PI

PROJECT SCOPE / OVERVIEW OF THIS REPORT

The University of Alaska Rural Allied Health Training Project provides training in a state wide collaboration involving three major academic units of the University. Progress for elements supported with Award #381-08 and #1057 is reported here. These elements are:
Award #381-08: 
Trainee Success 
Direct Service Careers 
Award#1057:
Community Health Aide Program 1057B
Dental Assisting 1057 C
Project Facilitation 1057 D
Medical Office / Health Care Reimbursement 1057E
UAA Health Sciences Curriculum Development 1057 F
Medical Lab Careers 1057 G
Physical Therapy Assistant (PTA) 1057 I

UAA HEALTH SCIENCES CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT (1057F)

Activities for this Reporting Period



Rural Sanitation Modules-Dr. Liz Snyder
Pilot-testing of the Healthy Hands, Homes, and Communities of Alaska (H3CA) health and sanitation learning module project with members of the Youth Alliance for a Healthier Alaska (YAHA) occurred in early February 2011.  Approximately 10 Alaskan teens reviewed the first (topic: hand washing) of five learning modules and provided feedback regarding content, delivery method, and aesthetics.  Input regarding level of material, appropriateness of student activities, and appeal of graphics was used to improve the modules.  Feedback from the YAHA pilot test also supported the proposed purchase of a projector, basic laptop, and a mobile display kit to accompany the online educational modules.  This equipment will be purchased in June 2011 and tested during a final pilot session with YAHA prior to making the learning modules publicly available.  A UAA Master of Public Health (MPH) graduate student will continue to assist in the completion of the modules through August 2011.  In what we hope will be only the first of many opportunities to utilize the H3CA learning modules, The Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC) has expressed initial interest in incorporating the modules into an existing school-based healthy water use campaign in rural Alaska.

Epidemiology Training-Dr. Janet Johnston
During this reporting period we have been working on launching the Epidemiology Interest Listserv which we publicized at the Alaska Public Health Summit in January.  Litia Garrison, the MPH student hired to work on the project, and Janet Johnston worked together on introductory posts and ideas for follow-up posts.  Unfortunately, there were technical issues that prevented these initial posts from being sent out.  Litia has been working with IT services at UAA to resolve the problems.  Litia works full-time at Southeast Alaska Regional Health Corporation (SEARCH) and it may be that the firewall or server configuration at SEARCH is preventing her from being able to post to the listserv successfully.

The idea for the listserv came out of discussions with participants in the Introduction to Free Epidemiology Resources webinar that we offered last June.  In addition to the interest expressed by the webinar participants there was also initial interest expressed by people who saw the brochure for the listserv at ALPHA.  However, we have not been able to follow-up sufficiently to know whether there would be sustained interest for this project.  The goal of the project was to provide weekly posts of epidemiology-related information and to provide a place for people to post questions related to epidemiology and program evaluation.  The plan was for Johnston to monitor the listserv and respond to questions.    At this point, it appears that the Epidemiology Interest Listserv is not yet the dissemination and networking tool we originally envisioned.   Because the project is nearing its end (August 2011), and there have been personnel changes (see below), we will review progress to date and further explore the best use of this listserv. 

Activities/Important Dates for next quarter
[bookmark: _GoBack]
 Epidemology Training and Support-Dr. Janet Johnston
The Department of Health Sciences determined this is an important if underutilized tool. Dr. Betty Monsour, a PhD Epidemiologist who is also Conference Chair for the World Congress of Epidemiology that will be hosted by Anchorage in 2014 will take over its management and the Department will support a part time graduate assistant to assist as needed. We expect the next and final quarter to be a transitional one of planning for sustainability. We have appreciated this Denali support to develop the resource. 

Participant Numbers and Roster-NA

Problems or Changes  
Epidemology Training and Support-Dr. Janet Johnston 
Personnel Changes
Initially Litia was very active on the project and she appeared to be a very good choice to assist on the project.  However, given personnel changes at SEARHC, Litia’s workload there increased and she was not able to devote as much time to this project as initially expected.   This, combined with some of the technical issues, limited our ability to follow-up on initial interest in the listserv.
In addition, Dr. Johnston is moving from the UAA Department of Health Sciences to the UAA Institute for Circumpolar Health Studies this month and therefore will not be available to continue working on this project.  Given personnel changes as SEARHC and Johnston’s change in position, discussion of SEARHC’s epidemiology training and analytic needs as mentioned in the January status report were not pursued as originally planned.   As noted above, management and support of this Epidemiology listserv will transition to Dr. Betty Monsour.  


Photos and/or Student Bios and stories
See attached Epi Listserv brochure…it will be updated with new personnel in next quarter.
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