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 Denali Training Fund 
Quarterly Progress Report
Funds for this project are provided by the USDOL and the Denali Commission.

	Name of Organization:  University of Alaska 

	Name of Project:            Rural Allied Health Training Project Award 1057
Reporting Period:          Quarter 1:  July-September 2009

	Contact Person:              Jan Harris

	Contact Number:  907-786-4595  Email Address:  anjch1@uaa.alaska.edu

	Expenditures to date:           


Certification:  I certify that the information in this report is current, correct and true and in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement.
 
Signed by:_____________________________Dated_________________________
Jan Harris, Vice Provost for Health Programs, Office of Academic Affairs, UAA / Project PI

PROJECT SCOPE / OVERVIEW OF THIS REPORT

The University of Alaska Rural Allied Health Training Project provides training in a state wide collaboration involving three major academic units of the University. For the current academic year, some of the programs are supported with Phase IV carry forward. Progress for elements supported with the Phase V (award #1057) is reported here. Those elements are:

Community Health Aide Program 1057B
Medical Office / Health Care Reimbursement 1057E
Dental Assisting  1057 C
UAA Health Sciences Curriculum Development  1057 F
Physical Therapy Assistant (PTA) 1057 I
           Project Facilitation 1057 D
	
Physical Therapy Assistant (PTA)
This initiative is to develop and pilot a two year degree program to prepare trainees for immediate employment as physical therapy assistants. PTAs are capable of carrying out treatment programs under the supervision of licensed physical therapists. This new offering at UA may be in collaboration with Whatcom Community College (WCCC) in Bellingham, Washington but that is presently under discussion. UAA would serve as a site for distance delivery of a WCC program. A UAA PTA faculty would advise students; provide instructional support; and coordinate and teach clinical coursework for the Alaska distance learning cohort. If the Whatcom partnership does not prove feasible, the University of Alaska Anchorage will commence work on an in-state program.
Activities for this reporting period:
· The development work on PTA included research by the adjunct faculty on pre-requisite requirements for the Whatcom CC PTA program and production of an Advising Brochure to guide students interested in applying to WCC. UAA must consider WCC's capacity (accreditation requirements) to offer their AAS to a distance cohort in Alaska before disbursing a brochure. The Legislature did not provide requested increment funding for a UAA clinical faculty member for PTA. The longer term strategy for offering PTA is being reconsidered. Plans will be made in the near future for continuing to pursue the partnership with Whatcom or to develop a stand-alone program.
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