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 Denali Training Fund 
Quarterly Progress Report
Funds for this project are provided by the USDOL and the Denali Commission.

	Name of Organization:  University of Alaska 

	Name of Project:            Rural Allied Health Training Project 
Reporting Period:          First Quarter, July – September, 2010

	Contact Person:              Jan Harris/Sheila Soule

	Contact Number:  907-786-4595  Email Address:  anjch1@uaa.alaska.edu

	Expenditures to date:           Billed this quarter $4,528.69


Certification:  I certify that the information in this report is current, correct and true and in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement.
 
Signed by:_____________________________Dated_________________________
Jan Harris, Vice Provost for Health Programs, Office of Academic Affairs, UAA / Project PI

PROJECT SCOPE / OVERVIEW OF THIS REPORT

The University of Alaska Rural Allied Health Training Project provides training in a state wide collaboration involving three major academic units of the University. Progress for elements supported with Award #381-08 and #1057 is reported here. These elements are:
Award #381-08: 
Trainee Success 
Direct Service Careers 
Award#1057:
Community Health Aide Program 1057B
Dental Assisting 1057 C
Project Facilitation 1057 D
Medical Office / Health Care Reimbursement 1057E
UAA Health Sciences Curriculum Development 1057 F
Medical Lab Careers 1057 G
Physical Therapy Assistant (PTA) 1057 I

UAA HEALTH SCIENCES CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT (1057F)
Activities for this Reporting Period
Rural Sanitation Modules:  Dr. Liz Hodges

The health and sanitation learning module project Healthy Hands, Homes, and Communities of Alaska (H3CA) is steadily progressing.  In August 2010, a summer intern, Ms. Kelsey Powell, from the National Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) Short-term Education Program for Underrepresented Persons (STEP-UP) program developed a health and sanitation knowledge, attitudes, and beliefs (KAB) questionnaire, which she administered to recent high school graduates.  Results were used to direct and inform the content of the learning modules and companion documents.  In addition, Ms. Powell presented her findings in abstract, poster, and oral formats at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) NIDDK research symposium in Bethesda, Maryland in August 2010, as well as in an article to be published in the journal Ethnicity and Disease.  
Epidemiology Modules:  Dr. Janet Johnston
The epidemiology workforce development webinar - An Introduction to Free Epidemiology Resources -  delivered on June 24th was very successful.  30 people participated using the Elluminate Live!  (eLive) web meeting interface.  A recording of the webinar can be accessed at: http://elive.uaa.alaska.edu/play_recording.html?recordingId=1257979705745_1277413357874	
Attendees included state employees, tribal health system employees (ANTHC, SCF, and YKHC), Providence Hospital employees, and UAA students and faculty.  Informal feedback on the seminar has been positive.  Although I do not have a count of the number of people who have viewed the recording, I have been told that by one attendee that she frequently refers others to it.  I have also provided the link to individuals who were interested in the webinar but were not able to attend.
Eight of the 30 attendees completed a Survey Monkey survey after the webinar.  I was told that state employees (at least 8 of the 30 attendees) are not able to access Survey Monkey at work.  Six of the eight respondents either agreed (2) or strongly agreed (4) that the material presented during the webinar would be useful to them on the job.  Seven of the eight either agreed (4) or strongly agreed (3) that the eLive technology supported learning during the webinar.  All eight would be interested in attending future UAA Health Sciences seminars.

The last topic on the agenda for the webinar was the possibility of the UAA Department of Health Sciences hosting an epidemiology interest group listserv.  Approximately half of the participants said they would be interested in reading postings on the listserv and close to a quarter said they would be likely to post questions on the listserv.

Since the webinar we have requested that UAA IT services set up a listserv for us.  We are currently recruiting a graduate student to promote and manage the listserv.  

Activities/Important Dates for next quarter:

Rural Sanitation: Dr. Liz Hodges
[bookmark: _GoBack]With Ms. Powell’s departure, a new position announcement is being advertised among the UAA Master of Public Health (MPH) program graduate students.  Once identified, the graduate assistant will help finalize the learning modules and companion documents in preparation for piloting the materials with a subset of the target audience.  The first pilot effort will take place on March 5, 2011 with the Youth Alliance for a Healthier Alaska (YAHA).  With the help of YAHA, the H3CA project will benefit from the input of Alaskan teens from Juneau, Anchorage, Sitka, Gambell, Unalaska, Homer, Kenai, and Palmer, and will be better prepared for distribution to larger audiences across the state.

Epidemiology Modules:  Dr. Janet Johnston
During the next quarter we expect to hire a graduate student to promote and manage the epidemiology interest group listserv.  We also plan to create a brochure that contains some of the information from the June 24th webinar.  We will use the brochure to promote the listserv at the Alaska Public Health Association (ALPHA) meetings in January as well as at other meetings within the state.
As noted in last quarter’s report, many individuals working in smaller health organizations have responsibility for both epidemiology and health program evaluation.  Therefore we are considering options for providing program evaluation training later this year.  The UAA Department of Health Sciences Workforce Development committee is talking with Dr. Richard Windsor about offering a three hour program evaluation seminar in December.  The goal of the seminar would be to provide concrete step-by-step process guidelines and tips.  As part of this project, we will work to promote the seminar and recruit participants across the state to participate either in-person or via eLive.

Participant Numbers and Roster
Epi Modules: 
Participant Numbers and Roster:  
30 participants in the June 24 Introduction to Free Epidemiology Resources webinar.  We did not request permission to publicize participation.

Problems or Changes   None

Photos and/or Student Bios and stories- see attached FINAL POSTER that was used to present some aspects of the Rural Sanitation modules development project.
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