 (
Denali
 Commission
510 L Street, Suite 410
Anchorage
, 
AK
  
99501
90
7.271.1414  
tel
907.271.1415  
fax
888.480.4321  
toll free
www.denali.gov
)


 Denali Training Fund 
Quarterly Progress Report
Funds for this project are provided by the USDOL and the Denali Commission.

	Name of Organization:  University of Alaska 

	Name of Project:            Rural Allied Health Training Project 
Reporting Period:          Fourth Quarter – April-June, 2010

	Contact Person:              Jan Harris/Sheila Soule

	Contact Number:  907-786-4595  Email Address:  anjch1@uaa.alaska.edu

	Expenditures to date:           $46,551.81


Certification:  I certify that the information in this report is current, correct and true and in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement.
 
Signed by:_____________________________Dated_________________________
Jan Harris, Vice Provost for Health Programs, Office of Academic Affairs, UAA / Project PI

PROJECT SCOPE / OVERVIEW OF THIS REPORT

The University of Alaska Rural Allied Health Training Project provides training in a state wide collaboration involving three major academic units of the University. Progress for elements supported with Award #381-08 and #1057 is reported here. These elements are:
Award #381-08: 
Trainee Success 
Direct Service Careers 
Award#1057:
Community Health Aide Program 1057B
Dental Assisting  1057 C
Project Facilitation 1057 D
Medical Office / Health Care Reimbursement 1057E
UAA Health Sciences Curriculum Development  1057 F
Medical Lab Careers 1057 G
Physical Therapy Assistant (PTA) 1057 I

Activities for this Reporting Period
This program prepares Rural Alaskans for Community Health Aide (CHA) positions in the 180 remote villages, a very high-demand job. They provide primary health care and emergency services 24X7. With completion of training and credentialing the title changes to Community Health Practitioner (CHP).

This ongoing project works with the 4 Regional CHA Training Centers and 26 Tribal Health Organizations trying to keep all CHAs and CHPs current in their skills and certification (every 2 years through the federal CHAP Certification Board).

This current faculty works with the Tribal Health Organizations and the five rural campuses of CRCD (UAF) to advise and serve over 400 students each year.

· Academic Liaison monitored the university credit awarded for CHA Basic Training courses (CHP 131, 132, 133, 134 for 8 credits each; each credit = 40 hours) taught at the four tribal health organizations CHAP Training Centers (ANTHC, NSHC, SEARHC and YKHC). During the period April 1-June 30, 2010 the following numbers of CHA’s completed the following sessions and received a salary increase from their regional health corporation:  
· Session I (CHP 131) – 15 CHA trainees, 4,800 hours
· Session II (CHP 132) – 17 CHA trainees, 5,440  hours
· Session III (CHP 133) – 11 CHA trainees, 3,520  hours
· Session IV (CHP 134) – 9 CHA trainees, 2,880  hours
· Hours reflect both the on-site training received at a Training Center and the on-the-job clinical patient care experience at their village clinic.  After each Basic Training session/course the CHA is visited by their tribal health organization supervisor instructor (some organizations personnel are called coordinator instructor) to evaluate the knowledge and skills learned at the Training Center. A Post Session Learning Needs form and Clinical Skills List tool is completed by the supervisor. An evaluation is sent to the Training Center before the student is admitted for their next training session/course.

· The CHP 135 Preceptorship (2 credits) course is taught by a mid-level provider from the CHA’s tribal health organization; usually at the regional hospital or sub-regional clinic. During this quarter, 8 CHA trainees completed the clinical CHP 135 course. This is the last in the five course series to become a Community Health Practitioner.
See attached spreadsheet with student specifics.

· Graduation: University of Alaska Fairbanks spring graduation numbers in Community Health (degree title for the CHA/P program students). 
Certificate = 16. Associate of Applied Science degree = 3. Students attended ceremonies at rural campuses throughout the state. 

· The first Community Health Practitioner received her Bachelor’s degree in Rural Development: Rural Health and Human Services Management at the UAF Chuchi Campus, in Kotzebue.

· Norton Sound Health Corporation taught a week long course, CHP 210 CHAM Use and Documentation (2 credits) to 6 CHAs/CHPs.

· The CHAP Forum was held April 26-30 at the Coast International Hotel, in Anchorage . 64 CHAs/CHPs attended the week long presentations for Continuing Education. Topics included: Flu Season 2009 Revisited, Bucket Babies, Pediatric Development, Cancer Education Digital Story Telling, HIV/STD, Blurry Boundaries and Compassion Fatigue, Medical Emergencies, AFHCAN Telemedicine, and CHAP Billing Practices/Hints.  24 CHPs received UAF CHP 250 credit for their AAS degree (only eligible for CHP 250 credit since the degree only allows up to 3 CHP 250 credits). Each participant also received student advising for their AAS degree and information about the new Physician Assistant education track at UAA and the BA in Rural Development at UAF. (See the attached article about the 2010 CHAP Forum.)
· Continue to provide facilitation and guidance for the review and rewriting of the statewide Basic Training Curriculum document (curriculum for the consistent and standardized training of the CHP 131-134 series, at each of the four statewide training centers) working with the four Training Center Coordinators and ANTHC CHAP Coordinator. The introduction is currently being overhauled and final editing. Plan: to send the 288 page document to the printer mid-July; also plan to press an accompanying CD-Rom; ANTHC coordinating printing and distribution to all Training Center Instructors, tribal health organization field supervisory staff and all the CHAP Directors. 
  
· Statewide advising for the Community Health Associate of Applied Science degree this summer will include sending the list of the specific audio-conference courses available Fall 2010 semester that meet the degree. This guide of courses will also be sent to all the CHAP Directors and Field Supervisors to share and network with their CHAs/CHPs.

· Attended the CHAP Academic Review Committee (ARC) meeting May 10-12th and the CHAP Directors meeting May 13th . Worked on the program curriculum with Training Center Coordinators; discussion to begin the next revision of the Community Health Aide/Practitioner Manual and observed a demonstration of electronic health records and a CHA patient encounter (IHS system-being used in 7-9 tribal health organizations).


Activities/Important Dates for next quarter
· CHAP Instructor Convocation planning.  Annual conference for CHAP Training Center and Field Instructors October 18-22, 2010. Theme is “Learning and Teaching from the Curriculum”.  Key agenda topic “new CHA Basic Curriculum” everyone will have their own copy; this will be the first time the Training Center and Field Instructors will be reviewing the curriculum together. Specific topics requested are Post Session Learning Needs; creating field based tools for clinical evaluation; lab tests in the clinic-CLIA waived testing; the aftermath of suicide in the village; PTSD of CHAs; childhood obesity. We also hope to schedule a national speaker on adult learning.  
· The UAF Academic Liaison is Chair of the Convocation planning committee. Activities include: regular planning committee teleconferences; presentation of plans to CHAP Directors and ARC meetings; hotel location, meal logistics; content; speaker selection and orientation to CHAP; registration forms and process; pre-conference materials; CHP 250 1 credit course for Field Instructors who are CHPs  working towards their Associate of Applied Science degree; CME credit, and a presenter. 

Participant Numbers and Roster
See attached
Problems or Changes   
· Major change in the dates for the CHAP Instructor Convocation (originally Oct 11-15th). This was due to the statewide Physician Assistant (PA) conference changed their date to 11-15th (a fair proportion of the CHAP Instructors are PAs).  This has necessitated scrambling for a new conference site (the hotel we had reserved is already booked for the new dates) – working with the Millennium Hotel in Anchorage as a new location.

Photos and/or Student Bios and stories
2010 CHAP Forum
This year the 2010 CHAP Forum was held at the Anchorage Coast International Inn from April 26th-30th. Sixty-four health aides from all over the state attended.
A few of the topics that were presented were: Flu Season 2009 Revisited, Bucket Babies, Pediatric Development, Cancer Education Digital Story Telling, HIV/STD, Blurry Boundaries and Compassion Fatigue, Medical Emergencies, AFHCAN Telemedicine, and CHAP Billing Practices/Hints. 
          
                      Emergency Skills Competition – Teamwork saving lives in the village. 
Those who attended the entire week received 27.5 continuing medical education hours.  
Linda Curda, UAF-CRCD, CHAP Academic Liaison also provided academic advising; each participant received their individualized UAF course transcript and tracking guide for the AAS degree.  The eleven CHPs who already have their AAS degree (most ever at the Forum) helped in the discussion and advising sessions.  Information was also shared about the new Physician Assistant education track at UAA and the BA in Rural Development at UAF. 24 CHPs received one credit for the week (CHP 250 course) for their AAS degree, after completing the course assignment. 
On April 28, the Association of Alaska Community Health Aide Program Directors (AACHAPD) presented the 2010 Shining Star Awards and the In Memoriam Awards. The keynote speaker was Dr. Gary Ferguson, Health and Wellness Director, ANTHC and the awards were presented by Tara Ferguson (Eastern Aleutian Tribes), Chair, AACHAPD.
Elias Kvasnikoff, CHA II of Nanwalek won the “Rising Star” award, for rising to each challenge including itinerating to other communities in need and his dedication to his patients and his community. Christopher Diaz, CHP of Adak won the “Shining Star” award for handling many extreme trauma and medical emergencies from the community as well as from passing cargo 
and fishing vessels. Bruce Atkinson, CHP of Eagle won the “Outstanding Accomplishment” award for the work he did following the devastating flood season in the spring of 2009.
                     
                         Pictured are the winners from the AACHAPD “Shining Star” awards. 
                     From left to right: Christopher Diaz, Bruce Atkinson and Elias Kvasnikoff

 “In Memoriam” awards were presented to the families and friends of the following health aides: Geraldine Niksik of Stebbins (NSHC), Jesse Williams of Venetie (TCC), Mary Demientieff of Nenana (TCC), Mary Etta Neglaska of Kaltag (TCC), Nena Russell of Arctic Village (TCC), Katherine Kobuk of St. Michael (NSHC), and Veronica Loges of Kake (SEARHC).
New this year was a photo contest. Health aides sent in photos from multiple categories and participants choose their favorites.  The grand prize, a quilt made by Carol Odinzoff, was awarded to Irene Nelson, CHA III of Port Lions for her photo of an American Bald Eagle.
The next CHAP Forum will take place April 18-22, 2011. Look for information regarding the 2011 CHAP Forum soon to be posted on the CHAP website, www.akchap.org. 
                                  
                 Pictured from left to right are: Lillian “Pahnem” Kinegak of Anchorage, 
                   Dr. Walter Johnson “Father of the CHA Program”, Pauline Rukovishnikoff 
                                    of St. Paul Island and Irene McGlashan of Unalaska.
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