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 Denali Training Fund 
Quarterly Progress Report
Funds for this project are provided by the USDOL and the Denali Commission.

	Name of Organization:  University of Alaska 

	Name of Project:            Rural Allied Health Training Project 
Reporting Period:          Fourth Quarter: April-June, 2010

	Contact Person:              Jan Harris/Sheila Soule

	Contact Number:  907-786-4595  Email Address:  anjch1@uaa.alaska.edu

	Expenditures to date:           $72,268.90


Certification:  I certify that the information in this report is current, correct and true and in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement.
 
Signed by:_____________________________Dated_________________________
Jan Harris, Vice Provost for Health Programs, Office of Academic Affairs, UAA / Project PI

PROJECT SCOPE / OVERVIEW OF THIS REPORT

The University of Alaska Rural Allied Health Training Project provides training in a state wide collaboration involving three major academic units of the University. Progress for elements supported with Award #381-08 and #1057 is reported here. These elements are:
Award #381-08: 
Trainee Success 
Direct Service Careers 
Award#1057:
Community Health Aide Program 1057B
Dental Assisting  1057 C
Project Facilitation 1057 D
Medical Office / Health Care Reimbursement 1057E
UAA Health Sciences Curriculum Development  1057 F
Medical Lab Careers 1057 G
Physical Therapy Assistant (PTA) 1057 I

University of Alaska Anchorage

Activities for this Reporting Period: 
Medical Office faculty and Office of Health Programs participated in system-wide university meetings and regional meetings regarding the emerging field of Health Information Technology (HIT)/Health Informatics.  Very little information is available as to the need for HIT/HI workers; UA faculty and staff are collaborating with other HIM and HIT programs in the lower 48 to assess the availability of courses that will meet the needs of Alaskan employers.  
UA Faculty attended workshops for the implementation of ICD-10 into current coding curriculum.  

Activities/Important Dates for next quarter
UAA campus is planning to develop continuing education modules for medical office coders who are currently certified and need to update their skills to code utilizing the ICD-10 guidelines.  The development will take place in 1st quarter 2010, and CE courses will be offered in 2nd quarter 2010.

Participant Numbers and Roster 
None at UAA

University of Alaska Southeast

Activities for this Reporting Period
1.  Alaska Health Information Management Spring Conference was held in Anchorage May 4 – 7th.  This conference was attended by faculty who will be using Denali funding to develop curriculum for ICD-10 as well as incorporating HIT throughout the curriculum.
2.  Alaska Rural Health Conference in Anchorage April 28th – 30th.  Attended by two faculty members, without the use of Denali funding.  The conference was important for the continued development of relationships between the University of Alaska and the workforce of the state.  Many of the concepts taught at the conference were brought back to the classroom, as well as shared with other HIM professionals at the AKHIMA meeting the next week.
3.  HIM/HCR Workgroup meeting in Anchorage in April was held to continue planning and coordinating efforts between the UA campus and industry.
4.  iTeach2 Training in Sitka for Barb Miller, instructor teaching ICD-10 Curriculum.  
5.  HIM 289 Healthcare Information Technology course began on May 17th with 9 students.  One student was in an accident and had to drop the class without participating.  
Activities/Important Dates for next quarter
1.   Faculty Development Institute New Orleans, LA July 24th – 25th.
2.  Assembly on Education New Orleans, LA July 26th – 28th.
3.  ICD-10-CM, ICD-10-PCS, Train the Trainer July 29th – August 1st.
4.  HIM 211, ICD-10 Coding course curriculum development
5.  HIM 285 Privacy and Security Course offered Sept 2010.

Participant Numbers and Roster:
HIM 289- Summer Term 2010 - 8 Students
Bailey, Clydina H. 30115854 
Bethel, Susan L. 30215102
Finch, Morganette 30241183
Groover, Carrie R. 30895405 
Johnson, Jessica M. 30353647 
Nino, Cheryl L. 30991993  
Quam, Jacqueline E. 30971470 
Sugai, Edward K. 31022235 

Problems or Changes   
None noted at this time.

Photos and/or Student Bios and stories
Bailey, Clydina I am a graduate of the HIM program returning to update my skills.

Bethel, Susan L. 30215102 -I’m thankful for on-line college classes that have afforded me the opportunity to attend college and still work full-time. It takes determination and a lot of hard work but I’m confident that I will be able to place a checkmark on my list of needed classes for my personal goal of obtaining an Associates degree in Health Information Management.

Finch, Morganette 30241183-Excited to be taking this class with Leslie

Groover, Carrie R. 30895405 -I have been taking distance ed classes for 3 years.  I have been getting pre-req classes for nursing.  My family is not yet ready to relocate to the road system, so I have decided to broaden my horizons by getting my associates in HIM

Johnson, Jessica M. 30353647 -I can't wait to start working in this field. I am looking forward to this class and having Leslie as an instructor. The topics for discussion in prior classes with Leslie were so interesting and really evoke thought.

Nino, Cheryl L. 30991993 -I work full time, while attending two online colleges. I attend UAS to be involved in this HIM program, and I also am a part of CTU where I am studying to attaining my bachelorette degree in business management with a concentration in Health Care.

Quam, Jacqueline E. 30971470 I have been working in healthcare compliance for several years now, and am currently working part time in a related capacity at the local hospital here.  I am working on a coding certificate to make me a better compliance professional, but I'm enjoying it so much that I would also like working in the field! 

Sugai, Edward K. 31022235 -I love both using technology and learning about technology so this course should prove very exciting indeed.

The University of Alaska is committed to training our adjunct instructors to provide quality online courses.  Barb Miller of Soldotna will teach the new ICD-10 Course starting in the spring of 2011.  Denali funds were not used to pay for her travel or training in Sitka, other university funds were leveraged.  Barb will attend Train the Trainer in New Orleans in July and use the fall 2010 term to develop curriculum and to design her online course.

Figure 1 Barb Miller attended iTeach2 in Sitka in May helping her design a quality online course


University of Alaska Fairbanks
Activities for this Reporting Period
· Developed medical terminology course HLTH 100 for asynchronous delivery and coordinated plan with the Center for Distance Education and Independent Learning to develop further HLTH courses for asynchronous (structured, guided self-study) delivery.
· Began planning for new Occupational Endorsement in Medical Office Informatics to be delivered across MAUs and in partnership with UAS to meet training needs of new and incumbent health care workers facing federally mandated implementation of electronic health records systems
· Trained and mentored adjunct and full-time faculty on distance-delivered modalities and best-practices in distance teaching
Activities/Important Dates for next quarter
· Develop two additional courses for asynchronous delivery
· Deliver first asynchronous section of HLTH 100 medical terminology
· Continue planning new Occupational Endorsement in Medical Office Informatics
· Deliver approximately 8 courses live, online and 2 asynchronous courses

Problems or Changes   
· Asynchronous courses are very labor intensive and require significantly more outreach and support services.  This was addressed by faculty and the Student Success Coordinator providing individualized support to struggling students and by working closely with Allied Health instructional design staff to develop user-friendly courses. 
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