January 19, 2006
Skagway to Dyea Line extension update

The Skagway to Dyea line extension was delayed most of 2005 due to the major Dyea road re-construction that took place from mid-2004 through August of 2005.
In mid November 2005 work was resumed on the completion of the Skagway to Dyea line extension.   Within days of the re-start of the project Skagway had 8 days of torrential rain and flooding.  The Dyea Road started to flood on November 15th and for several days significant damage to a section of road referred to as “Hackett Hill” occurred.  Due to the delays that started in 2002 and knowing that the electrical work needed to be completed as best able in the year 2005, AP&T declared an emergency and placed the 15 kv cable in duct overground for a distance of approximately 9,000’ into the Dyea Valley.  The cable crossed DOT ROW in 2 locations and the remainder of the cable in duct was placed on City of Skagway property for which we have a franchise agreement allowing placement on City property.  
The Skagway power crew completed the overground installation and terminations and silenced the diesels and connected the Dyea Valley to hydro power at 10:15 AM on Friday, December 30, 2005.
This installation is considered temporary, and until the Alaska Department of Transportation completes the Dyea Road work remaining from the 2005 project and tackles the repairs necessary to restore the November 2005 flood damaged section, will remain as a temporary installation.  The Alaska Department of Transportation has amended our permit application to allow this temporary installation for a period of 2 years with a 3 year renewal upon written request from AP&T.  Additional grant funds will be sought to remove the temporary installation and install the permanent one.

Remaining funds in the loan grant will be used in the first quarter of 2006 to replace conductor on a mile of overhead construction that feeds into the Skagway to Dyea line extension.  This is required to remove any concern for power quality issues in Dyea.
Stan Selmer
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