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“Paradise of the Pacific”

Sitka, Alaska


No matter where one looks, the view of Sitka is spectacular. The towering mountains are covered in majestic spruce trees while the surrounding Pacific Ocean is dotted with numerous islands. Sitka has an extremely rich blending of cultures, including Tlingit and Russian.


Sitka is the fifth largest city in Alaska, with a population of 8,835.  It is located on Baranof Island in Southeast Alaska.  It is accessible only by air or water.


Known as an education center throughout Alaska, Sitka is home to the University of Alaska Southeast (known for its expertise in distance-delivered courses).  There are three high schools: Sitka High School, Mt. Edgecumbe High School (a state boarding school), and Pacific High School, plus a  middle school and two elementary schools.  The S.E. Alaska Career Center (SEACC) serves as the career development center for young adults ages 14-24 yrs. There are many reasons for an educational institution to attend a college fair in Sitka.


Sitka High School (SHS) is the principal high school for the community of Sitka and the Sitka School District.  It has an enrollment greater than 400 students, with 24.5% Alaska Natives, 1.75% American Indian, 9.75% Asian/Pacific Islander, 59% Caucasian, 4% Hispanic, and 1% Black.  SHS boasts state championships in athletic and academic competitions; team members typically carry a grade point average above 3.0.  SHS graduates regularly receive over $600,000 in scholarships!  With a graduating class of 98 students, 49 (50%) will attend a 4-year institution. In addition, 25 students will attend a 2-year program, and others,  a vocational-technical school and the remainder plan to enter the military, work full time, or travel.


Mt. Edgecumbe High School (MEHS) is a State of Alaska public boarding high school that was originally instituted in 1947 to help educate students from rural Alaska.  In fact, many MEHS graduates are current Alaska Legislators! MEHS has an enrollment of over 400 students.  Ninety percent of the students from MEHS go on to post-secondary education. Many students come from the Alaska bush areas and 90% of the student body is Alaska Native. MEHS requires all students to learn a language, primarily Chinese or Japanese, learn an array of technologies, and participate in an all-around vigorous academic environment, e.g., class is held every other Saturday.


Pacific High School (PHS) is an alternative high school in the Sitka School District. PHS is in its 18th year of operation. The current enrollment is around 40 students.  With its smaller class size, students can thrive under the extra educational guidance.  PHS students are 75% Alaska Native and 25% Caucasian.  One out of eight students seek some form of post-secondary education.

For more information on one of the high schools, please contact:

Cori Schumejda, Counselor
          Counselor




Lori Lee

Sitka High School

        Mt. Edgecumbe High School

Pacific High School

907-966-1927

      
        907-966-3210



907-747-0525

907-747-3229 FAX

        907-966-2442 FAX


907-747-7310 FAX

schemejdac@mail.ssd.k12.ak.us






leel@mail.ssd.k12.ak.us
You may also contact Karen Martinsen, College Fair Coordinator @ 907-966-1355  or sitkacollegefair@mail.ssd.k12.ak.us or edu@ak.net  

 Please put the words “College Fair” in the subject line so we can be sure to respond quickly. 
