



The Institute of the North completed its 2009 Alaska Dialogue successfully. With a theme of Alaska as a Global Citizen, more than 80 Alaskans came together Sept. 10-12 in Talkeetna to examine the lessons Alaska can learn from other nations as well as what Alaska ideas and processes we have to offer.

Over the course of three days, we had a chance to explore who we are as a state, and where we’re going. It was clear from the beginning that we had divergent opinions on the value we attribute to issues like economic development and the role of the private sector, as well as how we best balance people, people’s needs and the environment.

Certainly Alaska has a place as a global citizen. It will take an attitudinal shift to begin thinking in terms of what we can learn as opposed to what makes us special. We are part of a global economy and must evaluate how we communicate and collaborate in that environment to best shape the decisions that affect us. Gov. Hickel has always said that we must direct entrepreneurial energy for the benefit of the total – in today’s world that will mean aligning efforts at economic development with social issues and environmental concerns.
In one of the panel discussions attendees were able to learn more about many fantastic programs and ideas that Alaskans are pioneering. The initial structure of the panel had hoped for more international participation but because of time and budget constraints we were unable to secure as many speakers as we would have liked. However, we were able to learn about the success of the Finnish education system.
The 2008 Alaska Dialogue had as one of its recommendations an economic development plan for the state. Since then two groups have begun working on this. The Alaska Partnership for Economic Development, a collaboration between the state’s ARDORs, will be modeling their plan of the work done for the Puget Sound Regional Council’s Prosperity Partnership. We were fortunate to have PSRC’s Executive Director attend and share his experience with the challenges and opportunities that the Prosperity Partnership has worked through.

Breakout groups are an opportunity at every Dialogue for more inter-personal and inter-organizational sharing. Topics for this event included:

· Service, Civic Responsibility and Philanthropy

· Alaska’s Prosperity Partnership
· Energy Performance Measures
· Strengthening our Workforce
· Environmental Conservation and Management

· Systems of Alaska Education

We would like to thank our many sponsors for their support of the program and the Institute’s efforts to diversify attendance with more participation from rural Alaska. Sponsors for the 2009 Alaska Dialogue include the Denali Commission, CIRI, Alaska Municipal League, Alaska Partnership for Economic Development, Boeing, Cook Inlet Tribal Council, First National Bank Alaska, Fairbanks North Star Borough, and Millrock Resources. The number of sponsors for this event demonstrates the collaborative atmosphere that the Dialogue commits to as well as the value organizations find in open, honest dialogue.
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